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Administrator Office Hours:  Tues 10-11 am or by Appointment 802-259-2391 administrative.orricer@mounthollyvt.org  
Church Listing on back page “Who’s Got It Locally?” 
Mount Holly Community Association – Contact MHCAVT@gmail.com  
Mount Holly Museum-Open Jul & Aug Sat & Sun 2-4pm www.mounthollyvtmuseum.org  802-259-2460 ddevereux@vermontel.net  
Mt. Holly NewsFlash Town email sign up at mthollynewsflash@gmail.com Check Out www.mthollynewsflash.blogspot.com  
Town Library: In-Person with Mask Sat 9-1, Mon 9-1, Tue 1-5, Wed 2-4, P.O. Box 93, Belmont, VT  05730 Call 802-259-3707  
Town Office Hours:  Mon. to Thurs.  8:30 am – 4:00 pm Closed Fri. & Holidays       Phone 802-259-2391 
Town Treasurer’s Office Hours:  Mon 8:30 am – 12:00 pm Wed 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm and by Appointment 802-259-2391 
Town Lister Hours:  Tuesdays 10:00 am – 2:00 pm and by Appointment 802-259-2391 
Town Garage:  802-259-3179 
Burn Permits:  Call Fire Warden ~ Jim Seward 802-786-3408 or 802-259-2211 
TRANSFER SITE:  Sat. 8 am – 2 pm & Sun. 9 am – 12 pm 
 1st                                                                                                   Rosa Parks Bus Boycott 1955 
Sat 2nd                                                                                                             Special Education Day 
 5th  MH Snow Flyers Meeting                                                              AFL-CIO Founded 1955 6:30 pm 
  Mt. Holly Community Association Meeting, Library 7:00 pm 
  Mount Holly Conservation Commission 7:00 pm 
 6th  Mt. Holly PTSA Meeting, Mt. Holly School 6.00 pm 
 7th  Fire Dept. Business Meeting, Belmont Fire Station    Hanukkah ~ Pearl Harbor Day 1941 7:00 pm 
 8th                                                                                                    Soviet Union Dissolved 1991 
 11th Rescue Squad Meeting, Rescue Squad Building                            UNICEF Founding 1946 7:00 pm 
 12th Community Guild Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont 9:00 am  
  Select Board Meeting, Town Office & Zoom 6:30 pm 
 13th LMHUUS Meeting, 6:00 pm 
  ODD Fellows Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont                  US National Guard Founded 1636 7:00 pm 
 14th  Fire Dept. Drill, Fire Station 7:00 pm 
 15th                                      Alexandre Eiffel 1832 ~ Bill of Rights Day 1791 ~ Hanukkah Ends  
Sat 16th          Ludwig van Beethoven 1770 ~ Battle of The Bulge Began 1944 ~ The Boston Tea Party 1773 
Sun  17th           Wright Brother’s 1st Powered Flight Kitty Hawk, NC 1903 ~ Operation Just Cause 1989 
 18th                                                                                  13th Amendment Abolishes Slavery 1865 
 20th Mt. Holly Town Library Meeting, Library, Belmont                            US Space Force 2019 6:30 pm 
  Mount Holly Planning Commission, MH Town Office & Via Zoom 7:00 pm  
 21st  Fire Dept. work night, Fire Stations       Winter Solstice ~ Landing of The Mayflower 1620 7:00 pm 
Sun 24th                                Kit Carson 1809 ~ USAF Began Strikes of Laos 1964 ~ Christmas Eve  
 25th                                                                                                                                  Christmas 
 26th Community Guild Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont                  Boxing Day ~ Kwanzaa Begins 9:00 am 
 27th ODD Fellows Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont                                                 Full Cold Moon 7:00 pm 
                                        George Cayley father of Aerodynamics 1773 ~ Louis Pasteur 1822 
 28th  Fire Dept. Drill, Fire Station 7:00 pm 
Sun  31st       Panama Canal Turned Over to Republic of Panama 1999 ~ Republic of Panama Assumes control of Panama 
Canal 1999 ~ Official End of WWII 1946 ~ New Year’s Eve 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Emergency Services 

MH Fire Dept.                                     802-259-2700   or                        911  Poison Control (802) 658-3456 
MH Fire Warden – Jim Seward           802-786-3408  802-259-2211  American Red Cross    802-773-9159 
MH Rescue Squad    Non-Emergency 802-259-6001   or                                  911  Game Warden – Tim Carey     802-793-2776                802-773-9101 
MH Constable      NONE         Health Officer – Chad Farrar   802-259-3610 802-342-1366 
MH Animal Control     Cell text only 802-             H 802-  Vermont State Police 802-773-9101 

Send ARTICLES to:  Diana Garrow, 3379 Shunpike Rd., Mt. Holly, VT  05758 Phone 802-259-2314 or E-Mail to 
chitchat@vermontel.net  Check out Mt. Holly Web Site www.mounthollyvt.org 
“The views and opinions expressed in the enclosed articles are solely those of their authors and are not necessarily those of 
the Chit Chat, its staff, or its board of directors.  The authors are solely responsible for the content of their articles.” 
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Local Post Office Hours 
Mount Holly   802-259-2796 
Window  Mon – Fri 8:00 am – 10:00 am 
  &   2:45 pm – 4:45 pm 
  Sat  7:30 am – 10:30 am 
Lobby Hours:  Mon – Fri  8:00 am – 4:45 pm 
Belmont   802-259-2790 
Window  Mon – Fri 7:30 am – 9:30 am 
  &   2:45 pm – 4:45 pm 
  Sat  8:00 am – 10:45 am 
Lobby Hours: Mon – Fri 7:30 am – 4:45 pm 
East Wallingford  802-259-2829 
Window  Mon – Fri 7:00 am – 11:00 am 
  Sat  7:00 am – 10:00 am 
Lobby Hours: Mon – Fri 7:00 am – 4:45 pm 
Cuttingsville/Shrewsbury 802-492-3585  
Window Hours Mon – Fri   7:30 am – 10:30 am 
  &                11:30 am – 2:30 pm 
           Sat      8:00 am – 11:00 am 
Lobby Hours Mon – Fri  7:30 am – 5:00 pm 
  Sat      7:30 am – 11:00 am 

Ludlow    802-228-7436 
Post Master:  Dawn Howlett 
Lobby Hours:   Mon – Fri 6:30 am – 5:30 pm 
            Sat  6:30 am – 11:00 am 
Window Hours:  Mon – Fri 8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
            Sat  8:30 am – 10:30 am 
Wallingford Post Master Denise Young – 802-446-2140 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Holly Chit Chat, Inc. 
PUBLISHER: Mount Holly Chit Chat, Inc., a Non Profit Vermont 
Corporation; Federal 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt statuses 
 
BOARD of DIRECTORS: 
PRESIDENT: Dennis Devereux V. PRESIDENT: David Venter 
SECRETARY: Terri Isidro    TREASURER: Diana Garrow 
DIRECTORS:  Heather Garrow, Christine Pratt, Kevin Plew 
MANAGING EDITOR: Diana Garrow 
ASSISTANT to the EDITOR: Heather Garrow 
 
SUBMISSIONS: Deadline is 22nd By 6:00 pm of each month for the 
following month.  Send to chitchat@vermontel.net or mail to 
Mount Holly Chit Chat, 3379 Shunpike Rd., Mount Holly, VT 05758 
Phone 802-259-2314.  E-mail or mail articles on Town news, events, 
and issues; op-eds and essays; poems, jokes, recipes, nature 
observations, reviews, obituaries. Include name, address, and phone 
number. Anonymous articles will not be accepted.  Mailed copies 
should be camera-ready, i.e., ready to be scanned into the paper. 
Contact the editor for further information.  Contact the editor for 
inclusion in the coming month’s announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, graduations, retirements, and other 
milestones. 
PHOTOS: Color photos of events are required as they look great on 
the Town website. 
LETTERS to the EDITOR: email; 300 word limit; include name, 
address, and phone number of person submitting article and are 
printed at editors’ discretion. Letters are subject to editing for reasons 
of space and clarity.  
DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed in the enclosed 
articles are solely those of their authors and are not necessarily those 
of the Chit Chat, its staff, or its board of directors.  The authors are 
solely responsible for the content of their articles. 
ADVERTISEMENTS: Camera ready. Contact editor with questions, 
or to assist with ad creation (cost $15). 
 
RATES:  Back Page: $25 Per Listing for one year 
       1 Mo.    3 Mo.     6 Mo.     9 Mo.   12 Mo. 
    Classified             $ 2        $ 5.50    $10        $ 15      $ 20 
    Business Card:            $15       $40        $75        $115     $150 
    Quarter Page:              $30       $80       $150       $225     $300  
     Third Page:                 $45     $125       $225       $350     $450 
     Half Page:                    $75     $200       $375       $550    $750 
     Full Page:        $125     $325       $625     $1025   $1250 
 
FREE ADVERTISING:  Only Community and Non-Profit (501 c3) 
tax-exempt organizations may qualify for free advertising in the 
Mount Holly Chit Chat, subject to approval by the Board of 
Directors.  Articles submitted for print which promote the sale of 
goods or services for financial gain will be charged the Chit Chat’s 
set rate for advertisements. 
CIRCULATION: The Mount Holly Chit Chat is delivered to every 
residence in Mount Holly and mailed to out-of-Town property owners 
as well as other folks with Mount Holly ties. 
INTERNET: Each month’s edition is published on the Mount Holly 
Town website: www.mounthollyvt.org 
MEMBERSHIP IN CORPORATION: Open to all who live, work, 
or own property in Mount Holly and who make an annual donation of 
any amount.  
The Annual Membership meeting is held on the Third Tuesday in 
September in the Mount Holly Town Office. The meeting includes the 
annual report and election of the Board of Directors 
ORGANIZATION SUPPORT:  The Mount Holly Chit Chat has 
been published each month since 1974 and has been supported solely 
by donations until 2006 when readership was expanded as a public 
service to all who reside, vote, or own property in Mount Holly.   The 
Chit Chat is supported by donations, advertisements, and 
appropriation from the Town. 
Mt. Holly NewsFlash:  Mount Holly’s Town email system.  Primary 
attendant is Kevin Plew and backup attendant Stu Berry at 
stumberry1@gmail.com . Email items to 
mthollynewsflash@gmail.com  www.mthollynewsflash.blogspot.com  

Donation Thank Yous:  Karin Lanzelin * Laurel & Richard Darling 
*Tabita Souza (Brazilian Cleaning Service) * Carl & Kathy Mitchell * 
John & Lois Perry * Terry Nyiri Nadler * Don & Robin Eatmon 
(Kelley Real Estate) * Teresa Bolalok * Stephen & Lorraine Harrigan 
* Bob & Lori Keen * Barbara Hawkins Fairbanks * Emily Clifford 
Jackson * Charlie Conroy (Custom Builders of Belmont) * Irene 
Berry (Calm Moments Massage Studio) * Steve & Cathy Flanders 
(Flanders Excavating & Firewood) * Town Mount Holly * Kevin 
Hollebeek (Belmont Septic Design) * Greg Durgin (Belmont Motor 
Works) * Melissa & Robert Mojeski * Ken Saccardo (Home 
Maintenance) *  
 
Donation In Memory Jennifer Matthews: Mary Nortunen 
 

December Birthdays: 3rd-Archie Bussino (1942) * Wayne 
Emmons  4th-Shawn Palmer 5th-Mary Beth Jacobs 6th-Nikita 
Abrae Howard 7th-Jim Devereux 8th-Zachary Taylor * Heather 
Graham (1999) 9th–Carol Skarzynski 10th-Madeline Veysey   

16th-Heather Jacobs * Erin Devereux * Shane Pearson 18th-Alec 
McCallum 19th-Lia Wortman * Jon Lombardi * Sarah Devereux * 
Fay Freeman 22nd-Leslie Colm 23rd–Kateri Collins 24th–Christopher 
Colm * Joshua R. Wasilewski 27th–Richard Lee 30th-Jennifer Bussino 
Graham (1981) 31st- A.J. Labozzo 

 
December Anniversaries: 11th–Joe & Donna McDonald 
(1976) 
 
    If you would like to add or remove yours or a family members 

birthday and or anniversary from the list please send the information to 
me at the above address or e-mail me at chitchat@vermontel.net or call 
me at 802-259-2314. 
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Complete Site Work Start To Finish 
 

All Aspects of Excavating: 
Roads ~ Clearing Lots ~ Septic Systems ~ Ponds 

 

Fully Insured – Call Steve @ 802-259-2147 
Flanders.excavating@gmail.com 

 

Firewood – Cut, Split & Delivered 
 

Bone Builders 
Monday & Thursday Mornings 

9:00 am 
Odd Fellows Hall 

For Weights and more information 
Call Judy Nevin 802-259-2443 

 

News from MHCA 
     We hope you have had a good year as we come into the last 
month of 2023. We are thankful as we round out this year for 
many things. The Board members LOVE this community and are 
so thankful for the many volunteers and participants in our events. 
We hope we offer interesting and fun events that folks want to attend 
and are happy to entertain new ideas if you have suggestions. We received 
some great feedback about Cider Days and will continue to incorporate ways we 

can improve how events function. 
     This month we have two holiday celebrations! We will be partnering with the Belmont Village Baptist Church for the lighting 
of the holiday tree and once again host a visit with Santa so he may visit the yougin’s who hope for a sighting of the jolly ole man. 
The date and time will be announced in the newsflash and posted on our website mhcavt.org.  We are also partnering with 
the Snow Flyers Club and the Mount Holly’s Volunteer Fire Department to bring you the New Year’s Eve fireworks, a long time 
tradition of the Club’s and one we want to see continue as a unique aspect of our community. This year the Mount Holly Volunteer 
Fire Department has offered to be command central for our special light show. It is just another demonstration of how people come 
together to continue traditions that have become part of the fabric of our community and we are excited to be a part of it! 
     We also heard the winners for the Mount Holly Calendar have been announced…scour the chit chat pages for the special 
announcement to find out who gets their picture in the 2025 calendar! Thank you Craig Thomkinson for all your hard work and 
countless hours putting together the gallery exhibit, making public voting possible, managing advertising, and keeping calendars in 
stocked. You ROCK! 
     We are half way thru our membership drive and are thankful and extremely appreciative of our members. As you may know our 
membership drive supports maintaining the historic building that houses our town library and community center. The community 
center has been well utilized this year by many organizations, groups, and individuals; we are glad we can provide these 
opportunities for gathering. This past month we continued to work on building improvements and had tuck pointing done to shore 
up the foundation. On our list for next spring is external painting touch up and some necessary carpentry work. Our new boiler has 
required a few minor adjustments but it is keeping temperatures comfortable inside as they have been dropping outside. Come join 
one of the many activities going at the community center with Bone Builders, Community Guild, Yoga with Tish, or Mixed Media 
Mindful Art Journaling classes with Linden. For more information on dates and times contact mhcavt@gmail.com.  
     Lastly, this month in “meet your Board of Directors series” we would like to introduce Gene Jennings - a larger than life guy 
who joined our Board 4 years ago. Gene has lived in Vermont for 42 years after a brief stint in the South Bronx of NYC where he 
was born. Since moving here he has never looked back. He owned his own business in Burlington, a salon by the name of Indigo 
on Burlington’s waterfront; he actually commuted for a while from Mount Holly to Burlington before he hung up the commute and 
made a new work life locally with some friends he went to school with. Eventually he went out on his own becoming a one man 
traveling stylist extraordinaire. Something you might not know about Gene (but could totally imagine it if you know him because 
he would be great at it) is that he was a flight attendant back in the day. 
     When Gene was asked to join the Board, he was asked what would he change, he said he wanted to bring us to the forefront 
technologically speaking and to get us more involved in our community. Well…since then he has participated on the committee 
that helped develop our website, suggested the renewal of the welcome wagon concept that morphed into a welcome letter for all 
new residents, encouraged our involvement in the food shelf during Covid, has co-renovated the MHCA food station at Cider 
Days, and continues to ask “how else can we support our community”?  Have you seen this man in action?  He is the Mr. Energizer 
Bunny of ideas!    
     But Gene’s real love, besides his husband Fred, is being a parent. Gene and Fred, became foster parents a few years ago and 
have provided a home for 5 boys. Their current son, Jacob, has been with them for 2 ½ years and has joined Gene & Fred in 
volunteering for MHCA events; this year Jacob even sold artwork at Cider Days. Gene and Fred are truly gifted parents for 
adolescent boys - a very hard to place population. After considering their options of how they could incorporate children into their 
lives and learning about the significant need for foster parents during COVID Gene said he thought “If not me, then who would 
help these children in need?” And that was the beginning of their journey. Gene is kind of like a “mother hen” with his 
boys...attentive, protective, providing guidance, encouragement, and teaching the young men about the importance of 
responsibilities, commitments and honesty. “I tell them I love them a lot - 
it's important for them to know they are loved and that they belong”. And 
that my chit chat readers is how this man rolls. He has big energy, lots of 
love, and is an ambassador for the Mount Holly community.  
     And there we have it, news from the MHCA. Stay warm, be kind, and 
enjoy the festivities December brings! 
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Hall Rental in Belmont  
The use of the Hall in Belmont is scheduled 
by contacting Carol at 802-259-2791, or at 

tcg2791@yahoo.com . You may also leave a 
message with Dennis at 802-259-2460, or at 

ddevereux@vermontel.net . 

Mount Holly Snow Flyers 
     We’ve finally had our first frost here in the Mount Holly area and it has 
continued for several days now! 
     We have held several club workday events clearing our trail system and 
debrushing lots of area. We wish to thank everyone who has helped on 
these weekends.  A special thank you to Mike Garrity for his time and 
equipment in fixing trails around the 155 area.  A special thank you to Bob 
Beardmore for also donating his time and equipment to trail work.   
     Our club was recently awarded a grant from Ski-Doo Snow Pass 
(@SkiDoo #SkiDooPASS) that will help repair the expensive trail flood 
damage we experienced in 
July of 2023.  We are 
appreciative of this grant. 

     The annual Cider Days event was a great success.  The downpours on Saturday were 
not welcoming but overall, we had a great turnout and our basket raffle was as popular as 
ever!  Proceeds from Cider Days will benefit the New Year’s Eve firework hosted by the 
Mount Holly Fire Department.  We are fortunate to sponsor the firework display at Star 
Lake the area and sure hope you can join us for this event! 
     Our big cash raffle “Save our Groomer ‘24” winners were drawn at Cider Days.  1st 
place went to Stacey Larrabee for $2000; 2nd prize went to Andrew Leever for $750 and 3rd prize went to Apache for $250.  We 
appreciate everyone who purchased a ticket for the club groomer.  Repair expenses alone are costly as well as the ever-rising cost of fuel 

for the groomer.  
     TMA’s are now on sale until 
December 15, 2023.  Please 
choose the Mount Holly Snow 
Flyers as your club.  By 
supporting our club, we can have 
such events like ride-in BBQ’s, 
scholarship program, community 
civic donations and other local 
project support.  TMA rates will 
increase after December 15, 
2023.  All TMA’s are purchased 
online through www.vtvast.org.  

If you need any assistance with this, you can reach out to Kim at 802-779-7194 and she will 
assist you.  As a reminder, you will need your VT snowmobile registration prior to purchasing 
your TMA.  Also remember, you will not be receiving a dated sticker from VT DMV for 
snowmobiles effective this season.  You will only receive a renewal registration – no stickers. 
     We sincerely appreciate all of our landowners and your willingness to work with our club 
and know that it is a privilege to ride on your land; not a given right.  Some landowners may see 
us out and about checking and clearing trails from now until it snows.  Trails will open 
December 15, 2023; pending snow!  We are all hoping this winter is better to all of the winter 
enthusiasts compared to last winter. 
     As always, our clothing apparel is always available online.  You can view the merchandise 
online and purchase also directly online as well.  Do not forget to get your Snow Flyer snow 
stake!  We have custom snowmobile rider stakes and a Mount Holly generic one for those who 
may not be a rider.  We will make a pick-up arrangement for your snow stake from a club 
member in the Mt. Holly area; we unfortunately are unable to mail these items due to the size of the stake.  Get your snow stake before 
they are all gone!   
     Our club signboard will be on display once again this year featuring many local businesses within the surrounding area.  The 

signboard can be found at RD 76.  It’s a good place to stop for a rest 
and check out the sponsors who help support our club.  We welcome 
new sponsors at any time.  If interested, you can email us at 
mounthollysnowflyers@gmail.com . 
     Follow us on Facebook.  Our website is:  
www.mounthollysnowflyers.org. 
     Our club meets on the first Tuesday of the month.  Zoom options 
are available.  Please consider joining in on one of our meetings to see 
what is going on!  It takes many volunteers to be successful and we 
are fortunate to have many helpers in our club. 
     Thank You again to our landowners and 
sign board sponsors who help support our 
club.  Put on your snow dancing shoes 
and let it snow!  Mount Holly Snow 
Flyers, Kim Lampert, Secretary 

http://www.mounthollyvt.org/
mailto:chitchat@vermontel.net
mailto:tcg2791@yahoo.com
mailto:ddevereux@vermontel.net
http://www.vtvast.org/
mailto:mounthollysnowflyers@gmail.com
http://www.mounthollysnowflyers.org/


December  2023   Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc.                                           www.mounthollyvt.org     chitchat@vermontel.net  5 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
& New Year’s 

Mass Schedule & Services 
 

St. Patrick’s in Wallingford 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve December 24th  

11:00 am Christmas Day December 25th  
& 

Christ The King in Rutland 
4:00 pm & 7:00 pm Christmas Eve December 24th  
7:30 am & 9:30 am Christmas Day December 25th  

9:00 am New Year’s Day January 1st  
& 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
in Ludlow 

4:30 pm Christmas Eve 
9:00 am Christmas Day  
4:30 pm New Year’s Eve 
9:00 am New Year’s Day 

& 
Belmont Village Baptist Church 

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
With Christmas Carols & Readings 

 
 
 

  

Contractors For Christ 
Hi there! 
     At Contractors for Christ, we are a compassionate and dedicated group of 
individuals who have come together to make a positive impact in our local 
community. This season, we are excited to announce our initiative to provide 
coats and boots to those in need. 
     If you or someone you know is in need of warm coats and boots this winter, 
please don't hesitate to reach out to us. We believe that everyone deserves to stay 
warm and protected, especially during the colder months. 
     To connect with us or to inquire about receiving coats and boots, please email 
us at contractorsforchristlbc@gmail.com. Together, let's make a difference and 
bring warmth to the hearts and lives of those in need.  Thank you for your 
support. The Contractors for Christ Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Writers’ Group with Joan Connor 
The Writers’ Group will meet again at the Mount Holly Library on 
Monday, December 4th at 1 P.M.. Thank you. connor@ohio.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SNOWMAN 
Once there was a Snowman 
He stood outside my door 
He thought he’d like to come inside 
And run around my Floor; 
He thought he’d like to warm himself 
By the Firelight red; 
He thought he’d like to climb up, 
On my big soft bed. 
So he called the North Wind, 
“Help me now I pray. 
I’m completely Frozen, 
Standing here all day.” 
So the North Wind came along 
And blew him in the door, 
And now there’s nothing left of him 
But a puddle on the Floor! 
Anonymous 
Submitted by Virginia Ward 

“Merry Christmas” 

http://www.mounthollyvt.org/
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     Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house Not a creature was 
stirring, not even a mouse.  The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, In 
hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there. 
     The children were nestled all snug in their beds, While visions of sugar-plums 
danced in their heads.  And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, Had just settled 
our brains for a long winter’s nap. 
     When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, I sprang from the bed to see what 
was the matter.  Away to the window I flew like a flash, Tore open the shutters and 
threw up the sash. 
     The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow Gave the lustre of mid-day to 
objects below.  When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, But a miniature 
sleigh, and eight tinny reindeer. 
     With a little old driver, so lively and quick, I knew in a moment it must be St Nick.  
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, And he whistled, and shouted, and 
called them by name! 
     "Now Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer and Vixen!  On, Comet! On, Cupid! On, 
on Donner and Blitzen!  To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall!  Now dash 
away! Dash away! Dash away all!" 
     As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly, When they meet with an obstacle, 
mount to the sky.  So up to the house-top the coursers they flew, With the sleigh full of 
Toys, and St Nicholas too. 
     And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof The prancing and pawing of each little 
hoof.  As I drew in my head, and was turning around, Down the chimney St Nicholas 

came with a bound. 
     He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot.  A bundle of Toys he 
had flung on his back, And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack. 

     His eyes-how they twinkled! His dimples how merry!  His cheeks were like roses, 
his nose like a cherry!  His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, And the beard 
of his chin was as white as the snow. 
     The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, And the smoke it encircled his head 
like a wreath.  He had a broad face and a little round belly, That shook when he 
laughed, like a bowlful of jelly! 
     He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf, And I laughed when I saw him, in 
spite of myself!  A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, Soon gave me to know I had 
nothing to dread. 
     He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, And filled all the stockings, then 
turned with a jerk.  And laying his finger aside of his nose, And giving a nod, up the 
chimney he rose! 

     He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.  But I heard him exclaim, 
‘ere he drove out of sight, "Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!"  

  

Clement Clarke Moore Miniature Biography 
     Clement Clarke Moore (1799 - 1863) came from a prominent family and his father Benjamin Moore was the Bishop of New 
York who was famous for officiating at the inauguration of George Washington. The tradition of reading Twas the night before 
Christmas poem on Christmas Eve is now a Worldwide institution and tradition. 
     Clement Clarke Moore (1779 - 1863) wrote the poem Twas the night before Christmas also called “A Visit from St. Nicholas" 
in 1822. It is now the tradition in many American families to read the poem every Christmas Eve. The poem 'Twas the night before 

Christmas' has redefined our image of Christmas and Santa Claus. 
Prior to the creation of the story of 'Twas the night before Christmas' 
St. Nicholas, the patron saint of children, had never been associated 
with a sleigh or reindeers! 
Clement Moore, the author of the poem Twas the night before 
Christmas, was a reticent man and it is believed that a family friend, 
Miss H. Butler, sent a copy of the poem to the New York Sentinel 
who published the poem. The condition of publication was that the 
author of Twas the night before Christmas was to remain anonymous. 
     The first publication date was 23rd December 1823 and it was an 
immediate success. It was not until 1844 that Clement Clarke Moore 
claimed ownership when the work was included in a book of his 
poetry. 
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ESBR Grateful for Fall 2023 Community Expeditions 
     The Expeditionary School at Black River is grateful to share that this 
school year has been quite an exciting community exploration thus far. As 
the school year was set to begin, the focus was determined to delve into all 
the workings of the community. This included visiting and/or speaking 
with different departments within the Town, including the Water Treatment 
Facility, Dam Sites, and the Ludlow Transfer Station, all of which were 
able to offer unique perspectives on how the town was affected by the July 
flooding. ESBR even went so far as visiting the Springfield Dam early in 
the school year on what turned into a beautiful sunny afternoon. Students 
also spoke with our Town Manager, Brendan McNamara (pictured here 
with an ESBR student), which offered further clarification on the effects of 
the flooding on the community and the progress of rebuilding the Town. 
Furthermore, students also interviewed various organizations that support 
the Town, such as Black River Action Team, Black River Good Neighbor 
Services, and Okemo Valley TV.  
     Students also partook in several fundraising exchanges. Throughout last 

spring and over the summer, Aubuchon’s advertised the opportunity for patrons to round up their bill and the extra change would 
be donated to ESBR. The final tally would be matched by Aubuchon’s for a double donation. A couple students were able to 
venture to the hardware store and organize a photo op with a large presentation check (a la Publishers Clearing House!) for a total 
of $2,447.54. ESBR made sure to pay it forward as well, donating $1,000 share to the Black River Good Neighbor Services’ Flood 
Relief following a successful Chicken BBQ in August with the amazing support of the Ludlow Legion, raising just over $2000 to 
split with BRGNS. Students were present at BRGNS for the donation and later reflected in their journals on the importance of 
BRGNS and the support they provide for the community. As one student explained, it was “to help them give back to the 
community even more and to help the community after the flood.” 
     ESBR continues to be awed by this community. For such a small and quaint town, it is tremendous how many groups, 
organizations, and departments make up this area. The ability to allow 
students to explore these various factions first hand and the flexibility to 
put weight to this as an educational opportunity is the foundation of what 
the Expeditionary School means. ESBR is forever grateful and looks 
forward to future expeditions around town. Lastly, stay tuned for updates 
on ESBR’s Giving Tuesday 2023 Fundraising Campaign. It takes a 
village! 
     Further information on ESBR is available at esblackriver.org. If you 
would like to learn more about the school or get involved, please contact 
Gary Blodgett, Chair of the Board, at gblodgett@esblackriver.org or 802-
558-3147. Giving Tuesday 2023 Link is available at the Expeditionary 
Committee Facebook Page. Donations can be made on the ESBR website 
or by mailing a check to P.O. Box 485, Ludlow, VT 05149. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solid Waste Stickers 
ORDER FORM 

     Solid waste stickers are required on all bags 
disposed of in the compactor. 
     Stickers can be purchased in advance at the  
Town Office Monday– Thursday, 8:30 am–4:00 
pm or by mail.  Cost $3.00 per sticker. 
 

Transfer Site Hours of Operation: 
Spring/Summer – Saturday, 8:00 am – 2:00pm;  
                             Wednesday, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Fall/Winter – Saturday, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm;   
                        Sunday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Order Solid Waste Stickers by Mail: 
Complete form, enclose your check with a self-
addressed, stamped envelope or add .70 cents for 
return mail. 
 
Name_______________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
_________ Stickers @ $3.00 each = $___________ 
 
Postage/handling                      $                   .70 
 
Total Enclosed                        $ _____________                                                         
 

Make Checks Payable to Town of Mount Holly 

http://www.mounthollyvt.org/
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2023 MOUNT HOLLY CALENDAR CONTEST RESULTS 
     Cider Days 2023 came and went in a flash. Unlike most Cider Days of the past the weather decided not to cooperate this year. 
On Saturday came the rains, replaced Saturday night by strong winds. These in turn took down some tents, including the Mount 
Holly Library’s book sale tent.  
     But the weather didn’t seem to dampen the spirits of vendors, volunteers or even the general public. A lot of people came and a 
lot of people voted for the photos they wanted to see in the next Mount Holly Calendar. A little over 250 to be (almost) exact. 
     Okay, enough of the retro weather report. Most of the photo entries this year came from Mount Holly itself (no surprise there) 
but one came from someone who lives in Los Angeles. Since this person spent the summer in Mount Holly it’s safe to say that the 
bear in his photo is a wild Mount Holly resident, not one from Los Angeles, though we know there are a lot of wild residents in 
LA. 
     As always, the quality of all of the 60 entries this year made the choosing of just 16 for the calendar a major challenge for the 
public. So, in order of the photographer’s last names, here are the 16 photos that received the most votes on Cider Days weekend 
and which will make up the 2025 Mount Holly Calendar. Which photo will go on which page of the calendar? Well, you’ll have to 
buy a 2025 calendar to find out. 
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 A gigantic “thanks” to all the photographers who 
entered the competition this year. We hope to see 
more of your work next year. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mounthollyvt.org/
mailto:chitchat@vermontel.net


December  2023   Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc.                                           www.mounthollyvt.org     chitchat@vermontel.net  10 

The Mount Holly Historical  
Museum Announces: 

SAVE THE DATE FOR “THE 
FESTIVAL of LIGHTS” 

Sunday, December 3, 2023 
5:00-7:00 PM 

THE LIVE AUCTION WILL BEGIN AT 5:30 PM 
     Last year the Mount Holly Community came out in full force to celebrate together for the first time in three years a night of 
community support for our Historical Museum. Tasty food and good drinks accompanied a lively auction of various gifts supplied 
by generous merchants from Rutland, Windsor and Bennington counties along with talented local artists and crafts people.  
     Those donating last year were Alex McCallum, Aubuchon Hardware, Benson Chevrolet, Carol Devine, Carol Serravezza, 
Cindy Hinchcliff, Community Guild, Cookster, Crowley Cheese, D. Lasser, Dottie Stanley, Fox Run Properties consisting of  Mr. 
Darcy’s, Sam’s Steakhouse, Off the Rails, Calcuttas, Alta, and Fox Run Golf Club, Green Mountain Sugar House, Harry’s Cafe, 
Home Style Hotel, JK Adams, Judy Nevin, June Capron, Kelley Real Estate, LaValley Building Supply, Lynn Anderson, Madeline 
Fey, Maggie Blane, Maria Fortier, Master Plumbing & Heating, Mr. Twitter’s, Okemo Mountain Resort, Pat LaBella, Penny 
Coldwell, Robin Eatmon, Plew Farm, Water Wheel Quilt Shop, Restoration Barbecue, Riverside Veterinary Clinic, Singleton’s, 
Stemwinder, Stephanie Smith, Stephanie Stouffer Design, Sue Covalla, Susie Hamilton, Thrive Center, Trish Venter, VT Sport & 
Fitness, Wine & Cheese Depot, Yankee Paint. 
     Some of the treasured items auctioned last year were donated by people in the Mount Holly Community. We would like to 
invite the Community to contribute this year as well. However, we would ask that careful consideration be given to your 
contribution. If you have an item in workable condition or a treasure without chips or dents, something you would comfortably 
display in your home, we would be grateful to receive your item and happy to include it in our auction fundraiser. 
     Arrangements will be made to pick up your item at your convenience up until Wednesday, November 22nd, by calling Carol 
Serravezza at 802-259-2785 or June Capron at 802-259-3473. 
     This year we will offer another lively community gathering with an evening of wonderful surprises and creative items.  Start 
your Holiday shopping at “The Festival of Lights!” 
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The Legend of Roaring Camp 
     Roaring Camp was the wildest mining camp of the Old West -a 24-hour town with no sheriff. Old Sal was the only 
woman in town. She died during the delivery of a baby with no one knowing who the father was. But the miners stepped up. The 
baby became the camp's baby. One minor kept the little guy in his cabin, in a box lined with rags. 

     The miners quickly decided the baby needed something better, so one of them 
rode to Sacramento to buy a rosewood cradle which they lined with those rags. But 
rags wouldn't do in such a nice cradle, so the next man to go to Sacramento brought 
back some beautiful lace to replace the rags. It was shortly after that when the 
miners began to notice how dirty the floor looked in the cabin underneath that 
cradle. They all pitched in to clean the floor - for the first time in anyone's memory. 
Suddenly, the walls and the ceiling looked very dirty next to that clean floor, so the 
miners washed down the entire cabin. 
      Of course, babies need to sleep, and no baby could sleep in the din of Roaring 
Camp. So, totally contrary to their name, they declared several hours of quiet a day 
so the little guy could sleep. It began to be quiet, even during the night hours when 
Roaring Camp was used to “roaring” the loudest. The fighting and drunkenness 
began to dissipate.  

     As the baby began to grow, the miners took him to work with them and left him in a hastily constructed “play yard” by the 
entrance to the mine. But it didn't take long for them to realize that a dingy, dirty mine entrance was no place for a little baby so 
they planted flowers there and the entrance to the mine became a garden! And the rumor was that Sutter's Store was beginning to 
display merchandise that had never been seen there before: mirrors, shirts, razors, and soap. 
      The baby had come - and the baby changed everything!  
      Two thousand years ago, this world was a Roaring Camp. Every other person in Rome was a slave. Thousands cheered as 
humans were killed by animals and by each other, and they called it 
entertainment. They thought baby girls were worth so little that they 
left them in clay jars on street corners to die. But then the Baby of 
Bethlehem came… and the baby changed… everything!  
     Inside every one of us is a personal Roaring Camp, full of 
untamed feelings, restlessness and pain. The lifelong storm in our 
hearts is because of our sinful, selfish running of our own lives. The 
Baby of Bethlehem came to rescue us - by dying on the cross to pay 
for our sin, kill our selfishness and make possible peace with our 
God. When He comes into a life, he changes everything! Finally there 
is peace in the Roaring Camp in your soul.  Pastor Glenn Davis 
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Mount Holly Listers Hours 
The Listers are at the Mount Holly Town 
Office most Tuesdays 10:00am-2:00 pm or by 
appointment.  Please call 802-259-2391 for 
any questions. 

TOWN OF MOUNT HOLLY 
 

A PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR OUTDOOR 
BURNING 

 

BURN PERMITS 
May be obtained form 

THE MOUNT HOLLY FIRE WARDEN 
Jim Seward 

Pager:  802-786-3408 
Home:  802-259-2211 

 

Leave a phone number where Jim can call you back. 
Do not burn until you have spoken to him. 

SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS 

Notice Dog Owners 
 

Dog Licensing will begin Tuesday Jan 2, 2024 calendar year 
which must be paid by April 1st, each year.  If your dog is no 
longer living please call the town clerk at 802-259-2391 so 
she can remove them from the list. 
 
The registration fee remains the same and must be paid on 
or before April 1st, 2023 
Male or female           Neutered or Spayed  = $ 11.00 per dog 
Male of female   Unneutered or Unsprayed = $ 15.00 per dog 
 
The registration fee will increase after April 1st, 2023 to 
Male or female           Neutered or Spayed  = $ 13.00 per dog 
Male of female   Unneutered or Unsprayed = $ 19.00 per dog 
Checks should be made payable to:  Town of Mount Holly 
 

Mount Holly Town News 
The following Minutes of the Select Board and the Planning Commission are “DRAFT” until approved at 
their next meeting.  NOTE: Most Select Board and Planning Commission meetings are covered by Okemo 
Valley TV.  The videos can be viewed at their website, www.okemovalley.tv   Computers with internet 
access are available at the Town Library. 
 
Select Board Meeting Mount Holly Town Office November 
14, 2022 6:30 pm 

Attendance: Diana Garrow, Mark Turco, Jeff Chase, Andy Shulz, Jon McCann, Russ 
Garrow, Joan Garrow, Megan Litwhiler, Christine Pratt, Carol A Garrow-Wooley, 
Clinton Woolley, Billy Austin, Elizabeth Karle, Zena 
M. Gates, David Johnson, Dennis Devereux, Stephen Michel, James Seward, Donna 
Seward, Phil Crane, Caitlin Boyle, Phil Turco, Steven Hazelton, Barbara Hazelton 

1. Call to Order at 6:30 pm. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Consideration of any changes and/or additions to the agenda. 
There are three additions: the purchase of highway department radios; 

consideration of position for transfer station attendant; and the addition of a junk ordinance complaint. 
4. Approval of October 10, and October 26, 2023 Minutes. Diana Garrow made a motion to approve the minutes as 
drafted; Mark Turco seconded; unanimously approved. 
5. Reports 
a. Highways & Transfer Station Update. Road Foreman 
Clinton Woolley noted that the Summit Road Box Culvert project has 
been completed and guardrails installed. He noted that the Town should 
begin to look for another truck, as the 2014 Western Star is needing a 
lot of expensive repairs. Fuller Sand and Gravel has completed the 
paving work on Belmont Road. At the transfer station, Mr. Woolley 
noted that residents need to comply with the posted signs, particularly 
regarding the scrap wood and scrap metal piles. Mr. Turco noted that 
the Town may need to implement a “see attendant first” policy before 
disposing of materials in the scrap wood and scrap metal piles, as has 
been done in the past. He noted that violations at the transfer station 
could result in high fines from the state, and ultimately, closure of the 
Transfer Station. Ms. Garrow noted that a resident had inquired about 
whether Class Four roads must be maintained by the Town. Mr. Turco noted that the Town does not have a policy of maintaining 
or repairing Class Four roads at this time. Ms. Garrow noted that the property owner who is inquiring may be able to apply for 
FEMA reimbursements for Class Four road damage that was incurred during the July floods. Mr. Chase noted that he wanted to 
verify that the Select Board has no objections to the G&N Excavation work at the Summit Road site. The Select Board had no 

objections that would derail payment of the final invoice. 
b. Town Treasurer Update. 
i. Monthly Income and Expenses Report: Ms. Karle noted that the Town 
has continued to receive the majority of the tax payments over the course of 
October; the tax delinquency process has begun for taxpayers who have not paid 
by November 1. This rate is low at 5%, which is comparable to past years. She 
noted that the Town received an advance quarterly payment of state aid for the 

roads, as 
it did last month, and that the Town has begun to purchase 
winter salt and sand. Ms. Karle further noted that the 2014 
Western Star repair costs have been $8,000 this year to 
date. Hauling for solid waste is slightly over budget to date, 
but due to seasonal variations, this is not of concern. The 
biggest unanticipated expense for the year is from flooding 
and storm damage; the Town has realized $397,000 in 
expenses thus far. As of October 31, the disaster inventory 
has been completed with FEMA; there are estimates of 
$1.6 million dollars of flood-related damage in the Town, 
almost all road-related.  
ii. Municipal Equipment Loan Fund Update: The 
Town applied for this loan for the new loader; the state is 
doing due diligence and will notify the Town in December. 
iii. E-Payments for Future: Ms. Karle noted that 

To Contact Mt. Holly Town Road Crew, 
call the Town Garage at 802-259-3179 

Regular Select Board meetings are 
held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 pm in the Town Office.  
Items to be included on the Agenda 
are due by Noon the Wednesday 
before the meeting. 
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Mount Holly Town Office 
Will be CLOSED the following dates: 

 

Monday, December 25th, 2023 Christmas 
  

Monday, January 1st, 2024 New Year’s Day 
 

Monday, January 15th, 2024 Martin Luther King’s Jr. Day 

Mount Holly Town Auditors Request 
For The Town Report 

     Mount Holly Town Auditors are requesting of 
all organizations who submit articles and or 
budgets for the Mount Holly Town Report to 
have your articles typed single spaced and mailed 
or dropped off or e-mailed to: 
mthollyauditors@gmail.com  or to the Town 
Office no later than January 3rd, 2023.  Anything 
received after that date will not appear in the Town 
Report.  All articles mail to the Town Office at the 
following address:  Mount Holly Town Office, 
Attn: Auditors, P.O. Box 248, Mt. Holly, VT 
05758 
     If you have any pictures of your organization or 
the Town of MT Holly that have occurred in town 
this past year and wish to have them included in 
the Town Report, please send them to us for our 
consideration.   We can scan the photo and return 
it to you.  For more information, call the town 
office and leave a message for one of the Auditors.  
Thank You, The Mount Holly Town Auditors 

there are some minor upcoming changes in the processing of ACH and other 
electronic payments; the Town will not incur costs due to these changes. 
iv. Budget Requests for FY2025: Ms. Karle reminded the community 
that social service requests and other budgetary requests to be put before the 
town at Town Meeting Day should be submitted. 
v. Mr. Turco asked what was remaining in the vehicle replacement fund 
for the highway department; Ms. Karle noted this amount is $170,000. 
c. Mount Holly Planning Commission Update: Ms. Garrow noted 
that there are two seats whose terms are due to expire in November, and that 
to allow more time for candidates to apply for appointment or reappointment 
to these seats, she is recommending that the term be extended until 
December. Mr. McCann noted that the final requisition for the FY23 MPG 
and it was accepted; the grant has been officially closed and satisfied all 
requirements. Mr. McCann also submitted the FY24 MPG application; the 
Town can expect a decision this month. He noted that the Town Plan hearing 
is set for November 15, at 6:00 pm, at the Town Office. 
i. Two Seat Term Extensions to December 12: Ms. Garrow made a 
motion to extend the term of the current members by one month, until 
December 12. Mr. Turco seconded; unanimously approved. 
ii. Town Plan Update: Regarding the draft Town Plan, Mr. Turco 
asked whether there was a change to the Town’s Class Four Road policy. Mr. 
Chase noted that work to create a Class Four Road policy was begun about 
18 months ago; a formal policy has not been adopted by the Town. Mr. 
Johnson noted that the current draft language is worded in such a way that it 

sounds as though the 
Town is be responsible for Class Four Road maintenance and should be 
clarified. 
d. Mount Holly Conservation Commission Update: 
i. Mr. Crane noted that the Planning Commission has one open seat 
and one interested candidate, Megan Litwhiler. Ms. Litwhiler shared that she 
has a background in ecology and is interested in supporting the Town through 
the Conservation Commission. Mr. Turco made a motion to appoint Megan 
Litwhiler to the Conservation Commission for a term of three years; Diana 
Garrow seconded; unanimously approved. 
ii. Ms. Garrow also requested that the Conservation Commission provide 
an updated list of members and their terms, and that it be sure to provide its 
monthly meeting minutes to the Town Clerk for reference in the Town Office. 
iii. Mr. Crane noted that the MHCC is interested in applying to three 
grants on behalf of the Town, for conservation-related work. These grants 
would be for solid waste diversion activities; ash borer control; and invasive 
species control, respectively. The Select Board Clerk also inquired about 
whether the MHCC would be completing the Aquatic Nuisance Control 
Permit Annual Reporting Reminder; Mr. Crane indicated that Phil Leonard 
would complete this report. 
6. New Business 
a. Purchase of Highway Department Radios: Mr. Woolley noted that 
he has received a quote for the annual cost of new radios for the Highway 
Department; the quote is $3,132 before installation. The current radios are 
not working effectively; the Town highway crew has been using personal cell 
phones due to radio failure. Ms. Karle noted that there is a purchased 
equipment line item in the budget for $3,500, which is not currently spoken 

for. Mr. Turco made a motion to purchase the radios at the quoted fees, including installation costs; Diana Garrow seconded; 
unanimously approved. 
b. Consideration of Mount Holly Volunteer Fire Department Use of MHVRS Building: Fire Chief Billy Austin noted 
that the Fire Department has decided to work toward providing a 
first response team to respond to local 911 calls in collaboration 
with the Ludlow Ambulance Service. He also noted that two 
EMS providers who were formerly members of the Mount Holly 
Volunteer Rescue Service have joined the Fire Department, 
which enhances the ability of the Fire Department to serve as 
first responders; additional members will be trained in first 
response as well. Mr. Austin noted that given these 
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developments, the Fire Department would be very interested in being able to use 
the former MHVRS building for Fire Department activities. Mr. Turco noted that 
the Town would wait until the 30 days’ “notification of default” period was over 
regarding the MHVRS’s lease agreement, and would then make a decision 
regarding the Fire Department’s use of the building. 
c. ARPA Funds Allocation for "Provision of Government Services”: 
Ms. Garrow made a motion to utilize the Town’s remaining ARPA funds for 
“provision of government services;” Mark Turco seconded; unanimously 
approved. 
d. Generator Grant: Mr. Chase noted that the Town’s FY 2023 State 
Homeland Security Grant Program application was approved; this grant will cover 
the purchase of a new generator. 
e. 2024 Rutland Regional Emergency Management Committee 
(REMC) Appointments: Mr Turco made a motion to reappoint Jeff Chase as 
Emergency Management Director and Jon McCann as Emergency Services 
Representative for 2024. Mr. Turco thanked Mr. Chase for his service as EMD 
thus far. 
f. Transfer Station Attendant: Mr. Turco noted that he’d like to 
investigate the cost of hiring a third transfer station attendant, to determine 
whether there is room in the budget for that position. The Select Board Clerk 
noted that the Board has received some input that a third attendant may help with 
user compliance, particularly at the scrap metal pile and scrap wood pile. Ms. 
Karle noted that last-minute coverage incurs overtime costs for the Town, as fill-in 
attendants are usually town highway workers, who have already worked a full 
week. She will prepare a report on potential hiring costs and benefits. 
7. Ongoing & Old Business 

a. Updates Regarding EMS in Mount Holly: The LAS is currently covering EMS in Mount Holly; the Select Board is 
awaiting a draft contract to review. 
b. Decision Re: Solid Waste Bids. Mr. Chase recused himself, since he is employed by a corporation that is connected to 
one of the bidders. Ms. Garrow made a motion to continue with waste collection and disposal services from Casella Waste Systems; 
Mr. Turco seconded; unanimously approved. 
c. Junk Ordinance Complaints: A resident of Station Road has made complaints regarding two properties on Station Road 
that the residents believe to be in violation of the junk ordinance. Mr. Turco noted that the Select Board clerk should issue a letter of 
notification regarding the violation, and that he would make a 
visit to the property owners. Mr. Dennis Devereux noted that 
there are additional properties on Route 155 and Shunpike Road 
that are also in violation of the ordinance. Mr. Turco instructed 
the Select Board Clerk to issue new letters of notification to all 
properties. 
8. Citizen Comments 
9. Announcements/Other Business 
a. Town Office Closed at noon on November 22 and all 
day on November 23 for Thanksgiving. 
10. Review & Sign Orders 
11. Executive Session: Title 1 V.S.A. S 313(a)(3) – 
personnel (if needed) 
12. Adjourn at 7:41 pm.  Respectfully Submitted, Caitlin Boyle, Selectboard Clerk 
 
Planning Commission Town Office & Remote Electronic – Regular Meeting 20th September, 2023 7:00 P.M.  

 Commission members present: Jon McCann (Chair), Andrew 
Seward, Brigid Sullivan, Jim Seward.  
Also present: Faith Tempest (Clerk), Dave Tilly, Kevin Plew, Patti 
Plew, Stephen Michel, Craig Fortier, Maria Fortier  
1. Chair called the meeting to order at 7.01pm  
2. Changes to agenda: Chair proposed moving public 
comments to item 5. Approved unanimously.  
3. Approval of minutes: the minutes of the Special meeting 
held on Sept 6th and of the Regular meeting of August 16th were 
approved unanimously.   
4. Reports & Announcements  
a. Administrative Officer:   
i.  BCRs were received from:  
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1. Siegordner, Jack Frost Lane (Rte 155), Chair 
noted adjoining landowner concerns regarding use of the 
lot for commercial purposes. He also noted that there were 
certain conditions on the approved subdivision. The AO 
proposed a site visit.  
2. Anderson 3492 Rte 155: construction of a 
20x24’ shed 
ii.  Wastewater permits issued for:  
1. Belmont General Store: permit provides for the same 
activities as that issued in 2001 (store with 4 seats, post 
office, a one bedroom apt and 2 bedroom apt), plus cider 
washing facilities with wastewater to be disposed of off-
site.  
b. Planning Commission Chair:   
Chair had provided a response from VLCT to the Select 

Board regarding the question of how (semi-permanent or permanent) campers might be regulated. Chair noted that all the known 
examples are rooted in zoning regulations and since Mount Holly does not have zoning this would not be a possible option at this 
time. Other ordinances relating to nuisance or noise may be applicable if adopted, but would not have specific reference to 
campers. The main concern of the Select Board seems to be taxation; they gave no clear direction on next steps, but they will need 
to take the issue forward. Chair shared with the Select Board the PC’s resolution on a municipal planning grant for a housing study 
but the Select Board opted not to take action yet.; VLCT has confirmed that any regulation of Short Term Rentals would need a 
housing needs study as a starting point (the Select Board has shown interest in such regulation).  Ludlow has a housing needs study 
underway, and the RRPC just completed one at a regional level. Chair will gather more information and will make another 
proposal at the next SB meeting in the hopes of meeting the deadline for this year’s grants. The Belmont Village Plan is 
proceeding, with some comments already made; it should be finalized within the next two weeks. Chair reported that the Select 
Board has given approval for a VEM flood buyout for one 
property in town.   
5. Public comments:  
a. Maria Fortier spoke about the pavilion on Okemo View Lane 
adjacent to her property. It had been proposed to hold a fundraiser 
concert on the property which raised concerns because she and 
other neighbors thought it was to be used only for family 
weddings. Although the fundraiser was moved, neighbors wanted 
to express concerns about the future use of the land, specifically 
that it should not become a commercial venture. A statement 
prepared by Mary Leonard on behalf of neighbors was submitted 
to the PC (see attached).   
      Maria Fortier asked to be informed by the Tilly family of the 
future plans for the site.   
     Since Dave Tilly was present, Chair asked him if it would be possible to meet that request; Mr Tilly agreed. Chair also noted 
that neighbors are not discussing their concerns with the Tillys before raising them at public meetings.   
      Kevin Plew asked at what point there would be a change from private to commercial venue. Commissioner Andrew Seward 
noted that since there is no zoning, the State would need to determine this. Kevin Plew then asked how does the state know? The 
AO reported that following an email from Kevin Plew raising concerns about the concert she had sought opinions from the NRB 

District Coordinator (Act 250 questions), the DEC (wastewater issues), and the Fire 
Marshall (State Permit issues).   
      Chair noted that there is little the PC can do if there are no conditions attached to 
land use regulations within the purview of the Town, specifically subdivision 
regulations, since there is no other regulation of land use. He noted the State may act 
based on the facts. Commissioner Sullivan noted that any member of the public can 
call the State. Chair noted that if there are local laws or ordinances these may require 
landowners to meet State requirements, but there are no relevant ones in this case. 
Commissioner Jim Seward noted that there is a requirement for a permit for fireworks. 
Stephen Michel noted that there may be a public health issue if there are insufficient 
wastewater facilities and thus the Public Health Officer could limit participation.  
      Maria Fortier also noted access issues on the private road which provides a limited 
right of way to the pavilion. Dave Tilly responded that there is no commercial use of 
the site, and that all landowners had rights of way.  
b. Following discussions at the Special meeting of 6th September, Dave Tilly presented 
plans and details of proposals for the Belmont General Store and post office, 
identifying Store property boundaries. The proposals for the building include ensuring 
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ADA access to both the Store and the Post Office, providing better 
access for post office vehicles to the building, and installing a diesel 
tank in the Store basement. There would be some adjustment to the 
footprint of the building but it would still be within the Store 
property boundaries. Mr. Tilly said the proposals would also allow 
the installation of a stop sign at the corner of Belmont Road and 
Tarbellville Road should the town agree to that. Mr. Tilly asked 
who he should discuss these proposals with beyond the PC.   
     Chair proposed sharing the drawings with Michael Allen who is 
putting the Belmont Village Plan together. He also suggested that 
the Select Board may also be interested in seeing the proposals, 
given the transportation and possible parking issues. Mr. Tilly was 
asked to submit a new BCR since the footprint of the building 
would be changed. The AO noted that it was the property owner’s 

responsibility to ensure that all State permit requirements were met.   
6. Correspondence  
a. Subdivision proposals: none  
b. Email / Other: none  
7. New business  
a. Update BCR form: the Chair had circulated proposed 
changes to the BCR form which make clearer the property owner’s 
responsibility to meet state requirements. Commissioner Sullivan 
moved to approve the updated form, seconded by the Chair, approved 
unanimously.   
8. Unfinished business  
a. Update “Information for Homeowners” guide. Chair had 
circulated an updated draft. Members of the Select Board had asked for 
clearer guidance on the local ordinances. Commissioner Andrew Seward suggested it could be further improved, but it was agreed 

that it could be used as is for the time being.  
b. Town Plan:  
i. Approve draft for public hearing: given 
further comments received from RRPC, this 
item was postponed. 
ii.  Schedule public hearing: this is not yet 
possible given the need for further changes to 
the draft Plan.  
iii. Revisions to Town Plan: Chair had 
made changes in response to comments and 
guidance from RRPC. Commissioner Schulz 
had proposed revisions via email. An 
outstanding issue is the scale and type of 
economic growth and where such activity is 
expected to happen or not happen. Chair asked 
PC members for thoughts on how this could be 
defined and in the meantime will propose text. 
Chair noted that one issue not mentioned in the 
Town Plan is the reappraisal being undertaken 
now; Commissioner Sullivan said that this is not 
appropriate for the Town Plan. Chair stated that 
the effects of the reappraisal on economic 
development are significant and thus it should 

be included. Chair noted that more information is required on housing. There is some information on long term rentals. A 
discussion on how to address issues of affordable housing followed, including how to address long term housing needs through 
regulation of short-term rentals. Chair noted that the need to address comments and the requirements for review and approval mean 
that it will not complete as soon as hoped, and an additional special meeting will be needed next month.  
iv. Chair proposed that the PC should aim to have a public hearing by 15th November (regular meeting)   
9. Upcoming meetings: Next special meeting October 4th 2023, 7.00pm next regular meeting October 18th 2023, 7.00pm.   
10. Chair adjourned the meeting at 9.31pm  For the Commission, Faith Tempest, Planning Commission Clerk   
 
Planning Commission Town Office & Remote Electronic – Special Work Meeting Minutes October 4th, 2023, 6:00 P.M.  
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Commission Members Present: Jon McCann (Chair), Jim Seward (Vice 
Chair), Andrew Seward, Brigid Sullivan, Andy Schulz (Secretary, via zoom)  
Also Present: Faith Tempest, Stephen Michel  
1. Chair called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.  
2. Changes to agenda: Chair added two items to the agenda: (i) to 
approve a report for neighboring municipalities and the State regarding the 
Town Plan; (ii) to agree the required print materials for the Town Plan hearing.  
3. Unfinished business  
a. Town Plan  
i. Approve draft for public hearing: Chair noted that if the draft Town 
Plan is approved, it can be shared with neighboring municipalities and the 
State, which will start the 30 day notice period for a public hearing. 
Commissioner Sullivan asked who has to receive a copy. Chair confirmed that 
it should be shared with Planning Commissions of abutting municipalities (or 
the Town Clerk), the Vermont Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD), and the Executive Director of the Rutland Regional 
Planning Commission (RRPC). Following the public hearing a final draft will 
be prepared before going to the Select Board for another hearing. Chair gave 
an overview of all changes to the draft made since the September regular 
meeting. The majority of the changes were made to satisfy the statutory 
requirements as communicated by the RRPC. Some language had been 
updated to ensure that the Plan is robust enough to ensure that State Act 250 
proceedings take account of the Town’s views. Other changes reflected more 
specificity. Chair shared final versions of the Town Plan maps along with an 
additional map of the village center which he proposed adding. The village center map shows the current village center designation 
boundary which may or may not be revised during the upcoming renewal. Commissioner Schulz moved to approve the draft Town 
Plan and issue notice of the hearing. Commissioner Sullivan seconded. Motion passed.   
ii. Approve report for neighboring municipalities and State authorities: along with the draft Town Plan, a requirement 
of the Statute (24 V.S.A. § 4382) is to provide a summary report of the Town Plan to Planning Commission chairs of abutting 
municipalities, the Executive Director of RRPC, and DHCD. Chair had circulated a copy of this report to PC members in advance 
of the meeting. Commissioner Schulz endorsed the report prepared by the Chair, and also proposed that a short FAQ about the 
Plan be prepared in advance of the hearing. Commissioner Sullivan moved to approve the report, seconded by Commissioner 
Andrew Seward, motion approved unanimously. [Commissioner Schulz left the meeting].  

iii. Schedule public hearing: Chair had circulated a proposed 
notice with a date of 15th November at 6 pm. Commissioner Andrew 
Seward proposed holding the hearing in the Town Office to take 
advantage of the AV facilities. Chair proposed that the hearing 
should be an hour with the possibility of running into the time of the 
regular PC meeting.  
Commissioner Andrew Seward moved to hold the public hearing on 
Nov 15th at 6 pm, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan. Motion 
carried unanimously.   
iv. Agree on print materials or other written materials for 
the public hearing: Chair has asked the RRPC if they can produce 
large size maps at no cost for the hearing, but is still awaiting a 
response. Chair proposed waiting until the next meeting to decide if 
copies of all maps should be made if RRPC cannot provide them for 
free. Chair proposed printing 10 copies of the plan itself. 
Commissioner Sullivan suggested outsourcing this. Commissioner 
Andrew Seward asked if it would be helpful for RRPC to come to the 
public hearing, particularly to clarify any of the statutory or 
regulatory requirements. Chair will ask Logan Soloman if he can 
attend.   
4. Public comments: Alison Weintraub had commented that 
an FAQ would be helpful to clarify why the Town Plan is being 
updated and what is being done (see item 3.a.ii above). Stephen 
Michel asked about providing links to electronic copies of the maps. 
Chair confirmed they are on the Mount Holly town website, and will 
be in the Town Office in large format once approved.   
5. Upcoming meetings: Regular Planning Commission 
Meeting 18th October  
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6. Meeting adjourned at 8:46pm.  For the Commission, Faith Tempest (Clerk)  
 
Planning Commission Town Office & Remote Electronic – 
Regular Meeting Minutes Wednesday, October 18th 2023 7:00 
P.M.  
Commission Members Present: Jon McCann (Chair), Jim Seward 
(Vice Chair), Andrew Seward, Andrew Schulz, Brigid Sullivan (via 
zoom)  
Also present: Faith Tempest (Clerk), Alissa Tilly, Mike Shanahan  
1. Chair called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm  
2. Changes to agenda: Chair noted that the agenda item BCR 

update was mistakenly held over from the last meeting, but had 
been resolved and so will remove this from the agenda.   

3. Approval of minutes  
a. The minutes of the regular meeting held on September 20th 
and the Special Meeting held on 4th October were approved 
unanimously.   
4. Reports & Announcements  
a. Administrative Officer  
i. BCR for Siegordner Jack Frost Lane: The parcel in question had previously been sub-divided and because of changes 
from a major to minor subdivision, along with incorrect details on this and earlier BCR forms, there was some uncertainty 
regarding boundaries and what WW permits were applicable. AO made a site visit and reviewed WW permits and subdivision 
history. She confirmed that the proposed construction is compliant with the State issued wastewater permit and subdivision 
conditions including the stream buffer.  
ii. “Crowley Fields”, Healdville Road: Following a request by Craig Fortier, District NRB Coordinator Quin Mann has 
issued a jurisdictional opinion noting that activities on this property do not trigger Act 250. Commissioner Schulz asked for 
clarification about whether this was based on current activity; AO confirmed that it is.  
b. Planning Commission Chair  
i. Mount Holly Rescue Squad: the Select Board has received notice that the Rescue Squad will be dissolved at the end of 
October and will hold a special meeting on October 26 to discuss the future of EMS. The Commission should review the proposed 
Town Plan to consider what amendments may need to be made.   
ii. The Town Plan Hearing on November 15 has been properly warned and all the relevant authorities have confirmed 
receipt.  
iii. The 2022 Municipal Planning Grant is being completed, with a final report on the Belmont Village Plan to come out 
shortly. The last item related to this is to send a mailer to gauge interest in a community septic system. The Chair shared a copy of 
the mailer for comments. If there is little interest in a community septic system, it is unlikely to move ahead. Commissioner 
Sullivan asked if there was interest in such systems in other parts of the town, say Tarbellville (beyond the village) would they be 
able to add to this system? The Chair noted that potential funding is mainly for village centers so it may be difficult to fund. 
Commissioner Schulz asked if the survey could be returned anonymously and at the same time allow for monitoring of responses. 
He noted that people may be unwilling to admit to having a failing septic if this information is not confidential. The Chair will 

consider how to address this, including having an electronic return 
option.   
iv. A 2024 MPG application has been approved by the Select 
Board. The State is emphasizing housing this year, and it is in the 
Town Plan to undertake a housing study which could be funded by 
an MPG. Town Treasurer Liz Karle has offered to help with the 
application.   
5. Correspondence  
a. Subdivision proposals:  None.   
6. Unfinished Business  
a. Town Plan  
i. Fact sheet for hearing: The Chair and Commissioner 
Schulz have put together a fact sheet which is more succinct than 
the report for neighboring municipalities. Chair proposed reading it 

at the hearing. The notice has appeared in the Vermont Journal and been posted in the relevant physical locations.   
ii. Printed materials for hearing: Chair confirmed that RRPC will print maps and he will try to get them to produce all 9. 
Ultimately, after adoption, we may need to print high quality ones. For the hearing, the maps should be on display. Chair will get 
more copies of the Plan made at Staples (based on a quote for cost of 10 copies of the Plan for public and 6 for PC members). 
There are copies of the Town Plan in the Town office for public neighboring towns to review. Chair asked the Clerk to make 
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copies of the FAQ available. Commissioner Schulz made a motion to authorize the Chair or Clerk to arrange for maps to be printed 
at Staples if RRPC cannot print all of them. Motion approved unanimously.    
7. Public Comments: None  
8. Upcoming meetings  
a. Regular meeting: 15th November 2023 following the public hearing.  
9. Meeting adjourned at 7.45pm.  For the Commission, Faith Tempest, Planning Commission Clerk  
 

Mount Holly Transfer Station Guidelines  
All residents are encouraged to familiarize themselves with collection and disposal policies at the Mount Holly Transfer Station. 
Please review the following sorting and collection guidelines before bringing items to the Transfer Station:  
● Batteries + Light Bulbs: The Transfer Station cannot accept batteries nor light bulbs; attendants will refuse such items if they are 
dropped off. You may bring batteries and lightbulbs to the Gleason Road Transfer Station.  
● The Swap Shed: Donations must meet specific, posted guidelines. Please do not donate anything that is not accepted at the Swap 
Shed, including clothing, shoes and electronics.  
● The Burn Pile: The burn pile is for untreated, unpainted wood only. Fiberboard, plywood, pressure-treated wood and painted 
wood cannot be burned and must be placed in the C&D bin; stickers are required 
for some items.  
● Food Scraps: Food waste may not be disposed of with household trash; this is a 
state law. All food scraps must be composted in the marked bins. Sawdust is 
available to add to bins after disposal.  
● Metal Scrap: No hazardous materials nor electronic materials may be left at the 
metal recycling pile. If you have a question about an item, please ask an attendant 
first.  
● Hazardous Waste: Hazardous materials are only collected on specific collection 
days. Watch the Chit Chat and Newsflash for announcements 
 

Reinbow Riding Center 
     Watching it snow 
outside, makes me 
extremely glad that 
everything is buttoned 
up at Reinbow Riding 
Center located at Stone 
Wall Farm in Belmont 
after another very 
successful year. With 
the Holidays knocking 
on the door, it’s time to 
highlight all the things 
we are thankful for that 
contributed to a great 
season. Reinbow has 
horses, a very skilled 

horsemanship instructor and several very involved Board members, but without 
our core of exceptional volunteers the program would be at a standstill. So, 
here’s to a group of ladies and gents that help week after week with horses, 
riders, and many other tasks. They hail from many towns, near and far, (try 
coming from Florence or Mendon through Rutland to Belmont on a busy day), 
and are always on time with smiles on their faces. And they are always quick to 
join in promoting Reinbow at community functions, like Cider Days. (Photo 
above) THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!  
     And Happy Holidays to one and all! From all of us at Reinbow Riding Center. 
     At Reinbow Riding we strive to meet the needs of every individual that 
participates in our programs, mounted or unmounted. For more information 
about Reinbow Riding Center and our mission please check out our website: 
reinbowridingcenter.org and follow us on Facebook or Instagram 
@reinbow_riding_center. Contact us at programs@reinbowridingcenter.org or 
802-236-2483 to inquire about our programs and lessons. For information about 
opportunities to volunteer with us contact 
janetupton@reinbowridingcenter.org. 
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Divided Sky Recovery Retreat Serves Lunch  
to Rotary 

     On November 7, Divided Sky Foundation invited the Ludlow Rotary 
Club for a delightful lunch and fellowship. Following lunch, our Rotarian, 
Melanie Gulde, Program Director, explained how Divided Sky came about, 
the need and the program. Rotarians were given a tour of the facility, which 
was great! 
What a beautiful and serene setting inside and out! Many attending lunch 
recalled the previous usages of the facility including the original Hole #1 of 
the old Fox Run Golf Course. To fully and correctly explain this wonderful 
facility and program the following is from the Divided Sky web site. 
Divided Sky is located in Ludlow, VT - open to all. Good Luck and Thank 

You, Trey and dedicated staff.  
     "Trey Anastasio of the band Phish founded the Divided Sky Foundation. As a person in recovery, he 
recognizes the need for holistic services to heal and start a new and better way of living. Trey raised over one 
million dollars for the foundation with The Beacon Jams collective of shows during the pandemic. At The 
Divided Sky Residential Recovery Program, we have created a program for people who want recovery. Our 
non-clinical model is designed to motivate and inspire without judgment. We recognize that addiction is a 
disease and not an absence of willpower. 
     At The Divided Sky Residential Recovery Program, we teach our guests to make positive changes and 
work toward the best versions of themselves. Being in recovery means being proactive in one's life. Guests 
learn the importance of setting boundaries, being honest with themselves and others, and designing a healthy 
and stable life free from mood-altering substances. Contact us by completing our online form or calling 
888.318.2499 to learn if The Divided Sky Residential Recovery Program is the right place for you or a loved 
one to take charge of life."  Excerpt from - Divided Sky Foundation (.com) www.dividedskyfoundation.com  
Picture top right:  Ludlow Rotarians held their Nov. 7 meeting at Divided Sky Residential Recovery Retreat. 
From left: Mary Crowley, Melanie Gulde (Divided Sky director), Tom Ray (Ludlow Rotary pres.) Frank 

Heald and Susan Starr-Adams. 
Picture bottom right: Divided Sky Foundation director Melanie Gulde explains the 
program tenets of Recovery, Community and Connection. 
  

Ludlow Rotary Honors Revered Teacher Heidi Baitz 
     At their October 24th meeting the Ludlow Rotary Club surprised Ludlow Elementary's 
long time 6th grade teacher, Heidi Baitz, by presenting her with its annual Vocational 
Service Award. Baitz, who retired in June, thought she was going to a craft show with her 
sister at the United Church of Ludlow. She arrived to find the Ludlow Rotary Club 
meeting where she was the honored guest. Her husband, Mike Normyle was there waiting 
as well.  
     Rotary's Past President Jim Rumrill emceed the awards ceremony listing many of 
Baitz's outstanding contributions during her 38 year career at Ludlow Elementary School. 
Heidi coached 6th grade teams for Odyssey of the Mind for many years, qualifying for 
Worlds two times. She worked with parents and students to fundraise for field trips to 
Boston and Washington, D.C. Rumrill and Bruce Schmidt shared tributes from former 
students to Mrs. Baitz, crediting her for setting them on the road to success.   
     Mrs. Baitz always made sure the students were involved in community service, helping them understand the importance of 
it.  Sharon Bixby spoke about Baitz's role in her students’ developing permanent exhibits at Black River Academy Museum, 

including historic downtown Ludlow, and the Floods of 2011 
compared to 1927. Baitz was the epitome of a 
comprehensive educator, according to former Town Manager 
Frank Heald who added that "if you searched Wikipedia for 
"Educator", the definition would read Heidi Baitz."       
     Given the chance to speak at the end, Heidi stated that she 
loved her job, which made it so wonderful to work for so many 
years with Ludlow's students and their families.  She was 
presented with flowers as well as the Vocational Service Award. 
     Anyone interested in learning more about joining Rotary is 
invited to contact Kevin Barnes, Membership Chairman at (802) 
228-8877, to receive an invitation to a meeting.   
Photo by Kim Lampert pictured Heidi Baitz receives Vocational 
Service Award from Rotary's Past President Jim Rumrill.  By 
Brigid Sullivan 
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Oompa Loompa Doompadee Doo 
There’s a Performance…a Performance for You! 

Oompa Loompa Doompadee Dee 
Starring the Youth from Rutland County! 

THE CITY OF RUTLAND WINS GOLDEN TICKET WITH RUTLAND YOUTH 
THEATRES’ PRODUCTION OF ROALD DAHL’S WILLY WONKA JR. 
COMING TO THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE STAGE! 

Rutland Youth Theatre to Present Magical Musical Based on the Award-Winning Book 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl on 

Friday, December 8th at 7PM 
Saturday, December 9th at 2PM and 7PM 

     Rutland Youth Theatre will transport you to a “world of pure imagination” with their production of Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka 
JR., a musical based on Roald Dahl’s timeless children’s book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, on Friday, December 8th at 
7PM and Saturday, December 9th at 2PM and 7PM, it was announced today by Drew Cohen, President of Music Theatre 
International (MTI). 
     In Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka JR., a world-famous reclusive candy man named Willy Wonka announces that he will offer the 
tour of the lifetime through his secret chocolate factory to five children who find a golden ticket in one of his world-famous candy 
bars. One ticket-holder will also win a lifetime supply of chocolate. Against all odds, an impoverished but sweet-natured boy 
named Charlie Bucket wins a golden ticket. He and his fellow tour members — the spoiled-rotten Veruca Salt, gluttonous 
Augustus Gloop, gum-chewing Violet Beauregarde and television junkie Mike Teavee — spend a day traveling with the 
mysterious and marvelous Willy Wonka and his crew of Oompa Loompas through the fantastical factory. The children encounter 
marvelous sights and tastes along the way, including giant nut-selecting squirrels, fizzy lifting drinks, Everlasting Gobstoppers, and 
a chocolate river. But each stop proves to be a test, as only one can go on to win the Wonka prize. 
      Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka JR. is adapted for the stage by Leslie Bricusse and Timothy Allen 
McDonald. The show features lyrics and music by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony Newley, including beloved songs “The Candy 
Man,” “I Want It Now!”, and “Pure Imagination” from the classic film Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 
      Rutland will have its own tour of Willy Wonka’s secret factory when Rutland Youth Theatre presents Roald Dahl’s Willy 
Wonka JR. on December 8th at 7pm and December 9th at 2PM and 7PM at Paramount Theatre, 30 Center Street, Rutland, 
Vermont. Golden tickets are $15 + tax/fees for Adults and $10 + tax/fees for children under 18 and Seniors 65+. For more 
information please call the Box Office at (802) 775-0570 or visit https://www.paramountvt.org/event/rutland-youth-theatre-
presents-willy-wonka-jr/. 
     Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka JR. is presented through special arrangement with and all authorized materials are supplied by 
Music Theatre International 421  West 54th Street, New York, NY, (212) 541-4684, mtishows.com. 
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Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc., 3379 Shunpike Rd., Mount Holly, VT  05758                             
     The Mount Holly Chit Chat, a membership organization, has been 
incorporated as a non-profit organization in the State of Vermont, dedicated to 
providing all members of the Mount Holly community with information on Town 
events and issues.  Membership is open to anyone who lives in, works in, or owns 
property in Mount Holly and who has made an annual membership donation.  
Membership donations help bring the Chit Chat to you every month.  
        Check here if you DO NOT wish to receive the Chit Chat ____ 
 

Donation amount $___________ Tax Deductible We have Federal tax exempt status. 
    

Name …………………………………………………………………..… 
Address ………………………………………………………………..… 
Phone ……………………… Email ……………………………………. 
 

For Sale:  Firewood –  
Cut, Split & Delivered.  

Call 802-259-2147 
Flanders.excavating@gmail.com  

BONE BUILDERS 
Join BONE BUILDERS 
Free weights and lessons 
No age limit Good Company 
Great way to improve Balance  
And Strength 
Call Judy at 802-259-2443 
 

Shriner Hospital For Children  
     Shriner Hospital for Children provides specialty care to children up to age 21 with orthopedic 
conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate, regardless of the family’s ability to pay.  
All care and services are delivered in a family-centered environment. 
     To learn more about our services, or to refer a patient, visit www.shrinershospitalforchildren.org  

to locate a hospital near you.  Or call 800-237-5055 in the U.S. or 800-361-7256 Canada – Past Potentate Bob Ferguson, Cairo 
Shriners, Rutland 
 

Flu Shot for You 
     It's that time of year to get your Flu vaccine. Community Health patients can schedule Flu vaccines online at chcrr.org. 
     Vaccines provide protection against serious life-threatening infectious diseases from birth to adulthood. Immunizations will 
help stop the spread of disease, build community immunity, and protect people too sick, too young or too old to get vaccinated. 
     Check with your primary care provider about all of the immunizations that you and your family should be receiving.  
You can contact your Community Health provider at 802-779-9169. 
For minor injury or illness - Community Health Express Care 
     You never know when a minor injury or illness will disrupt your plans or weekly routine. Community Health's Express Care 
Rutland and Express Care Castleton are open seven days a week from 8am until 8pm and no appointment is necessary.   
 Check our website for more information  https://www.chcrr.org/express-care/ or  https://chcrr.org or call  802-779-9169. 
Dental Care for Kids 
     Community Dental is accepting appointments for children ages 0-20.  At Community Dental, we build a relationship with the 
whole family and create a dental home, that place where you feel comfortable to ask questions and be treated for preventative or 
emergency care, somewhere that you feel comfortable with the dentist, the hygienist and the entire dental team. 
      For more information about Community Dental https://www.chcrr.org/service/dental-care-for-kids/ or call 802-774-5050. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sign Up for Mt. Holly NewsFlash  
to get all that is happening locally in 
our Town just email to:  
mthollynewsflash@gmail.com 
And request to be placed on the list.  
News item deadlines are 6 am & 6 pm  
Also Check 
www.mthollynewsflash.blogspot.com  
To see all daily emails of the NewsFlash 
compiled in one place for all community 
news and events. 
Kevin Plew is the primary NewsFlash 
attendant and Stu Berry is backup 
attendant at stuberry1@gmail.com  
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Artists & Architects 
Alistair McCallum Landscape Photographs & Paintings  802-259-2318 
Linden Eller Studio        www.Lindeneller.com   347-457-4648 
             Contemporary fine artist, illustrator, art educator 
Spectrum Photography – John Miller   802-259-3060 
Stone Creek Workshops Pottery  www.stonecreekworkshops.com 802-259-2254 
Building & Repairs – General Work 
AW Carpentry-Remodeling*Building* Local Lumber Available 802-259-3699 
Home Maintenance – Ken Saccardo                          call or text 603-401-8122 
Burn Permits 
Fire Warden – Jim Seward  Pager 802-786-3408                Home 802-259-2211 
Catering - Restaurants - Stores 
Harry’s Café,  Trip & Deb Pearce III      www.Harryscafe.com  802-259-2555 
Mojo Café – John & Jodi Seward         mojocafevt@yahoo.com  802-228-6656 
Squeels on Wheels BBQ       www.squeelsonwheels.com   802-558-9489 
Church Listings 
Annunciation, Ludlow, Mass Sat 4:30 pm, Sun 9 an    
     Rev Thomas Mosher        abvmludlow@comcast.net  802-228-3451  
E. Wallingford Baptist – PS 9:15-10:00 am SS 10 am, Worship 11 am  
     Pastor Kevin Miner         802-259-2831 
First Baptist Church, Wallingford, SS 11am Prayer Meeting Wed 7 pm 
     Pastor Dave Bentley    802-446-2020 
Lighthouse Independent Baptist Church, Rutland SS 11am & 3pm  
     Until May 11am & 6pm     802-779-0300 
Ludlow Baptist Church, 9:30 am SS, 10:30 am Music Fellowship, 
     11 am WS, 6:30 pm Evening PS, Wed 6:30 pm PM & BS 
     Pastor Jerry Scheumann     jfscheumann@gmail.com           603-439-0803 
Rutland Jewish Center          office@rutlandjewishcenter.org   
     Rabbi Shemtov    rabbishemtov@rutlandjewishcenter.org  802-773-3455 
St. Patrick’s, Wallingford, Mass Sun 11 am 
     Rev Msgr Bernard Bourgeois  christthekingprsh@gmail.com  802-446-2161 
Village Baptist Church-Worship 9:30am, Coffee Hour 10:45  BS Tue 7 pm    
     jeremiah.c.johnson@icloud.com    Pastor Jeremiah Johnson 760-845-6617 
Wilderness Friends Meeting (Quaker) Sundays 10 am 
     Shrewsbury Library, Cuttingsville   802-259-2803 
Cleaning Service/Housekeeper 
Savannah - Cleaning Service                             call or text 802-417-0913 
Brazilian Cleaning Service- Tabita Souza 10+ years’ Experience 802-855-3830 
    References Available Upon Request  tabitacleaning@gmail.com  
Electrical Services 
Wirenuts Electrical LLC   bbates@vermontel.net   802-353-4376 802-492-3406 
Equipment For Hire & Snow Moving 
Beardmore Excavating                   beardmoreexc@gmail.com   802-342-3507 
Flander’s Excavating & Firewood    802-259-2147 
Hawkins Excavation Driveways, Ditching, Septic, Ponds, Etc 802-558-3082 
Farm Fresh Products 
Mt. Holly Dairy-Aire Farm  Raw Milk, Fresh Eggs, Baked Goods 802-259-2386 
Plew Farm (meat, eggs, maple)  www.plewfarm.com             802-259-2250 
                        1966 Healdville Rd, Mt. Holly 
Smith Maple Crest Farm LLC, Grassfed Beef  & VT Maple 802-492-2151 
2450 Lincoln Hill Rd, Shrewsbury, VT  05738  www.Smithmaplecrestfarm.com  
Sugar Hill Berry Farm        www.sugarhillberryfarm.com  802-259-2155 
Fire Warden 
Jim Seward              Pager 802-786-3408                  Home 802-259-2211 
Firewood 
Flanders Firewood Cut Split Delivered    802-259-2147 
                                          Flanders.excavating@gmail.com 
Food Shelf 
Black River Good Neighbor Services – Krey Kellington  802-228-3663 
Funeral Homes 
Clifford Funeral Home          802-773-3010 
Garden & Landscape, Lawn Mowing 
Belmont Country Gardens Quality Custom Stonework & More 802-259-2364 
Kevin Smith, Garden Service & Lawn Mowing  802-259-3964 
Salt Ash Nursery  - The Balsam Barn – Scott Crawford  802-259-2146 
Garage Mechanical 
Belmont Motor Works LLC Harley Davidson & European MTC 802-259-3178 
ATV, Small Engine Repair, Chainsaw, Wood Splitter, Snowblowers & Welding 
William H Johnson Automotive Services   802-259-2498 
     2370 Healdville Rd. Belmont, VT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General Contractors 
Wright Construction Company      info@wrightconstruction.com  802-259-2094 
Ted Stryhas Builder Inc.    802-228-7327 
Health & Community Health Care Providers 
Calm Moments Message Studio – Irene Berry                   802-228-7772 
Community Health – https://www.chcrr.org Medical, Dental, Pediatrics 
Behavioral Health –  Patient Access Center                  802-779-9159 
Express Care Rutland -     802-773-3386 
Dr. Joseph P. Donohue – Chiropractic Care, Thrive Center  802-446-2499 
Massage Therapy/Bodywork, Thrive Center of Green Mtns 802-446-2499  
   Lisa Donohue MA, LMT ~ Linda O’Brien MT  802-446-2499 
Home Management Services 
Belmont Country Gardens Property Management   802-259-2364 
        Mowing & Plowing  Jon Lienhard    
Yankee Home Management, Keith Hawkins   802-259-3064 
Maple Syrup 
Green Mtn. Sugar House    802-228-7151 
Plew Farm  1966 Healdville Rd, Mt. Holly   www.plewfarm.com  802-259-2250 
Smith Maple Crest Farm LLC Grassfed Beef & VT Maple   802-492-2151  
 2450 Lincoln Hill Rd, Shrewsbury, VT  05738  www.Smithmaplecrestfarm.com  
Marketing & Promotional Services 
Express Copy Inc., Don Reiser                           H 802-259-2722  802-362-0501 
                                             print@expresscopyinc.com  
Masonry 
Farrand Masonry –Angus Farrand  farrandmasonry@gmail.com 802-417-1657  
Metal Fabrication 
Wayne Jones Metal                        www.waynejonesmetal.com  802-259-2521 
Mount Holly Email 
Kevin Plew –                      mthollynewsflash@gmail.com  802-259-2250 
Painters 
Beardmore Painting            beardmorepainting802@gmail.com  802-353-9493 
MRS Unlimited Visions LLC Interior/Exterior Painting –Melissa 802-259-3989 
Plumbing & Heating 
Master Plumbing & Heating Inc.  John Diekel            802-975-0369 
     admin@masterplumbingandheating.co         24/7 Emergency 802-747-1280 
Tailored Plumbing    tailoredplumbingheating@gmail.com       802-417-1647 
Real Estate Sales       
Cummings & Co. Lisa Kelley      lisa@cummingsvt.com         802-345-6581 
Engel & Volkers, Okemo - Woodstock  Gail Beardmore           802-975-0338 
            Gail.Beardmore@evusa.com                 (Mobile)            802-236-5431 
eXp Realty Sue Starr-Adams  susan.starr-adams@exprealty.com    802-236-8028 
Kelley Real Estate, Don Eatmon, Owner/Broker           Office         802-228-5333 
                     realtor@KelleyRealEstate.com    
Don Eatmon   Don@KelleyRealEstate.com    802-228-5333 
Ty Murray          Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com            Call or Text   802-777-8047  
Alex Eatmon   Alex@KelleyRealEstate.com            Call or Text   802-345-7886  
John Tolosky     John@KelleyRealEstate.com          Call or Text     802-356-5556 
Bella Gambino  Maria@KelleyRealEstate.com        Call or Text 631-523-1050 
Lorien Kelly     732-670-8001 
                 www.KelleyRealEstate.com  www.OkemoValley.com  
TPW Real Estate, John Napier jmn@tpw.com 802-228-9400 x 1309860-559-9334 
Roofing 
Buddy Systems Roofing       Contact Buddy   802-259-3989 
   New Roofs/Roof Repairs & Replacement – Slate/Wood/Asphalt/Metal 
Security 
Countryside Alarms – Mike Blais www.countrysidealarms.com  802-259-2213 
Septic System Design 
Belmont Septic Design – Kevin Hollebeek    C 802-733-2561    H 802-259-3898 
                                                          kevin@belmontseptic.com       
Therapeutic Riding 
Rienbow Riding Center                 Home 802-259-2282         Barn 802-236-2483 
Tree Services 
G.M. Tree Tech & Landscaping, Greg McKirryher  802-259-8733 
Volunteer Services 
Belmont/Mt. Holly Food Co-op, Tanger       H 802-259-2344   W 802-259-2899 
Woodworking, Cabinets & Furniture 
Chesters Custom Woodworking                ccw@vermontel.net  802-259-3232 
                  www.chesterscustomwoodworking.com  
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	TRANSFER SITE:  Sat. 8 am – 2 pm & Sun. 9 am – 12 pm
	Clement Clarke Moore (1779 - 1863) wrote the poem Twas the night before Christmas also called “A Visit from St. Nicholas" in 1822. It is now the tradition in many American families to read the poem every Christmas Eve. The poem 'Twas the night be...
	Clement Moore, the author of the poem Twas the night before Christmas, was a reticent man and it is believed that a family friend, Miss H. Butler, sent a copy of the poem to the New York Sentinel who published the poem. The condition of publication wa...
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