


Welcome Everyone!

Thank you for joining us, and thank you to the Belmont
Community Center for hosting us today!
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Introduction

Michael Allen
Regrowth Planning

| am working with the
Town of Mount Holly to
develop a Plan for the
Village of Belmont,
documenting a long-term
vision for the community.

Funded by a Municipal Planning Grant awarded by the
Vermont Department of Housing and Community
Development.
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Working Group

Jeff Chase

Jon McCann
Anna Hanson
Russ Garrow
Andy Bolalek
Lisa Kelly

Kevin Hollebeek
David Martin
Faith Tempest
Jessica Metcalfe

VILLAGE CENTER DESIGNATION

Funded by a Municipal Planning Grant awarded by the
Vermont Department of Housing and Community
Development.
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Purpose

My role is to help lead a community discussion
about potential improvements in and around the
village, discuss alternatives, and document what
the community decides they would like to do.

The Plan will help identify needs and assist the
town with getting grants for future improvements.
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Today’s Meeting:

Community Survey Takeaways
Review of Preliminary |deas

Discussion Period
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Today’s Meeting:

Community Survey Takeaways
Review of Preliminary |deas

Discussion Period

Wanted to get your feedback on some
initial ideas.
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Survey compiled by Melissa Levy,
Community Roots, LLC
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Survey Summary

Goals:

e I|dentify concerns related to housing, public infrastructure,
barriers to economic development, and other community
issues;

e I|dentify funding sources that do not rely on taxation

Conducted November 1st - 30th, 2022
172 Responses (150 online, 22 hardcopy)
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7. How important are
the following to you as
to why you live in Mount
Holly?
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8. How important are
the following to your
rural Mount Holly
lifestyle?
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9. How do you rate the
importance of these
challenges facing
Mount Holly over the
next 5-10 years?
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10. Which of these
topics do you feel
needs immediate
attention in the Town
within the next 2-3
years?
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11. How do you rate the
importance of
investment or
enhancement in the
following over the next
5-10 years?
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Survey Summary

This survey inquired about people’s thoughts town-wide, and
was not specific to the Village of Belmont.
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Survey Summary

This survey inquired about people’s thoughts town-wide, and was
not specific to the Village of Belmont.

It gives us an overall idea of priorities town-wide.

However, many questions provided write-in options where people
could add additional thoughts.

This is where new suggestions were added and where people
often provided recommendations for the Village.
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Comments “Increased sense of

community around a series of
events.”

“More affordable homes for “More business in Belmont.”
single people and seniors.”

‘Requlate short-term rentals.”

“Village-based
development and walking access

R “Invest in town wastewater
to town amenities. estin to astewate

systems to enable more
development in Belmont Village.”

“More long-term rental properties

(perhaps farmhouse-type duplex “Maintain vibrant town center in
units) in Belmont or . o, Belmont.”
)h amlets.” “Walking trails.
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Survey Summary (Including write-in responses)

Maintain rural identity and character
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Survey Summary (Including write-in responses)

Maintain rural identity and character

Protect natural environment and water quality

Enhanced outdoor recreation

Better housing diversity and affordability for seniors and young renters
Local store and a few small, local businesses

Water and sewer improvements for local business and the environment

Strengthened community identity / cohesiveness
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Septic Issues

e Several properties in village have failing septic systems;
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Septic Issues

e Several propertiesin village have failing septic systems;
e Additional properties are expected to fail in coming years;
e Potential contamination of local water supply and lake;

e Constraint on local business expansion.
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Septic Issues

There is alot of overlap of
well supply isolation zones
and on-site septic systems
within the village.

Would prefer to find an

alternate septic solution
which would avoid this.
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On-Site Municipal

Residential Treatment Plant
Can serve one Can serve an entire
property at a time municipality
VS.
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On-Site Community / Municipal

Residential Cluster Treatment Plant
Can serve one Can serve a selected Can serve an entire
property at a time development area municipality
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To offsite location down
from village where there
are acceptable soils.
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Community Septic

e Would redirect local sewage away from water supply and lake;
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Community Septic

e \Would redirect local sewage away from water supply and lake;
e Couldhelp to support some additional local business growth;
e (Grant programs available to assist town with this option;

e \Would likely prioritize support for some limited commercial
development and replacing failing systems first;

e Number of properties it could support is not yet known;

e First step would be an engineering feasibility study;
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Accessory Dwelling Units / Apartments
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Accessory Dwelling Units / Apartments
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Housing

Locations for:

Housing for Seniors
Long-term rentals
Village location is ideal
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Senior Housing / Apartments

e Senior apartments and some year-round rental units for younger
generations;

e Provides some generational diversity, socialization, people look
after their neighbors, avoids isolation;

e Small, easy-to maintain cottages or apartments scaled to the
Village in a compact, clustered design;

e Walking distance into village;

e (ould be served by community septic.
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Used with permission: Architect Jack Wilbern, RA  bwd architects Inc.
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Walking Trails

e Localrecreation amenity;

e Connectsresidentsto village;
e Community socialization;

e (Off-road, safer alternative;

e (ouldalsoincorporate walking
trails and open space as part of
future septic field.
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Footbridge Over Mill Brook
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Park Improvements

Enhance water quality;

Additional amenities to support
more activity;

Picnic shelter, Child play area;
Improved access from road(s);
Add some parking;

Relocate utility pole(s).
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T0
DODGE
ROAD
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UNUSED
AREA
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Town Green

e (ould potentially expand Town
Green size for larger space;

e (apture unused areas in back for
additional parking;

e Work toward larger and more
community events, such as Cider
Days;
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On Street Parking

e More parking for store, post office
and new local businesses;

e Community events;
e FEasier plowing;

e Unclear how best to improve
parking in front of Belmont Store
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Summary

e All of these separate topics are interconnected and help to
support each other;
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Summary

e All of these separate topics are interconnected and help to
support each other;

e Activity in the village attracts other activity;

e Aimis to promote more socialization, community events,
and local business activity.
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Public Input

e (Comments collected here today will
be considered in the drafting of the
plan;

e \Want to get your feedback on these
ideas;

e (anuse Post-It notes on any of the
display boards if you prefer.
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Discussion
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Have additional Thoughts?

Email comments to:

mounthollycommunitysurvey@gmail.com

Planning webpage:

www.mounthollyvt.org/planning-commission/municipal-planning-grant/
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Thank you everyone!
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