News Items DEADLINE
The 19" By 6 pm Next Month

Current Postal Patron
Box Holder/Rural Route

Mount Holly Chit Chat
4710 1V1 December 2021

Church Listing on back page “Who’s Got It Locally?” ’
Mount Holly Community Asso — Contact Linda Miller at 802-345-1740
Mount Holly Museum-Open Jul & Aug Sat & Sun 2-4pm www.mounthollyvtmuseum.org 802-259-2460 ddevereux@vermontel.net
Town Library: In-Person with Mask Sat 9-1, Mon 9-1, Tue 1-5, Wed 2-4, P.O. Box 93, Belmont, VT 05730 Call 802-259-3707
Town Office Hours: Mon. to Thurs. 8:30 am — 4:00 pm Closed Fri. & Holidays Phone 802-259-2391

Town Treasurer’s Office Hours: Mon 8:30 am — 12:00 pm Wed 12:00 pm — 4:00 pm and by Appointment 802-259-2391

Town Lister Hours: Tuesdays 10:00 am — 2:00 pm and by Appointment 802-259-2391
Town Garage: 802-259-3179

Burn Permits: Call Fire Warden ~ Jim Seward 802-786-3408 or 802-259-2211
TRANSFER SITE: Sat. 8 am -2 pm & Sun. 9 am — 12 pm

December 2021

I Rosa Parks Bus Boycott 1955
2nd Fire Dept. Business Meeting, Belmont Fire Station Special Education Day
Sat 4% Deer Muzzleloader Season Opens
Sun 5 AFL — CIO Founded 1955
6h o Hanukkah Ends
7t HH ” H ” Hﬂﬂ“ Pearl Harbor Day 1941 -
7t Mt Holly Community Association Meeting, Library %EJJJJ) g 7:00 pm
Mount Holly Conservation Commission 7:00 pm
8t LMHUUS Meeting, 6:00 pm
ODD Fellows Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont 7:00 pm
gt Fire Dept. Drill, Fire Station 7:00 pm
Sat 11" Anniversary of UNICEF Founding 1946
Sun 12 Deer Muzzleloader Season Ends
13 Rescue Squad Meeting, Rescue Squad Building US National Guard Founded 1636 7:00 pm
14 Community Guild Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont 9:00 am
Mt Holly PTSA Meeting, MH School 4:30 pm
Select Board Meeting, Town Garage & Zoom 6:30 pm
Mason Meeting, Mt. Moriah Lodge #96, E. Wallingford 8:00 pm
15h Mt Holly Town Library Meeting, Library, Belmont Alexandre Eiffel 1832 6:30 pm

Mount Holly Planning Commission, MH Town Office & Via Zoom  Bill of Rights Day 1791 7:00 pm
Deer Archery Season Ends

l6® Fire Dept. work night, Fire Stations Bobcat Season Ends  7:00 pm
Ludwig van Beethoven 1770 ~ Battle of The Bulge Began 1944 ~ The Boston Tea Party 1773
17 Operation Just Cause 1989 ~ Wright Brothers’ First Powered Flight Kitty Hawk, NY 1903
Sat 18% 13" Amendment Abolishes Slavery 1865
Sun 19% Crow Season Ends ~ Full Cold Moon
21 Winter Solstice ~ Landing of The Mayflower 1620
22nd ODD Fellows Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont
23" Fire Dept. Drill, Fire Station
24t Kit Carson 1809 ~ US:AgF Began Strikes of Laos 1964
Sat 25" i ISt . Christmas
Sun 26™ a’zm"j z I’ ’nag Kwanzaa
27 Rescue Squad Meeting, Rescue Squad Building Louis Pasteur 1822
George Cayley Father of Aerodynamics 1773
28t Community Guild Meeting, IOOF Hall, Belmont 9:00 am
30 Fire Dept. work night, Fire Stations 7:00 pm
31 Panama Canal Turned Over to Republic of Panama 1999 ~ New Years Eve

Gray Squirrel, Ruffed Grouse Partridge, Raccoon, Mink, Skunk, Red & Gray Fox, Coyote, Opossum, Weasel, Fisher Season Ends
Emergency Services

Mount Holly Fire Dept. 802-259-2700 911 Poison Control 802-658-3456
Mount Holly Fire Warden — Jim Seward 802-786-3408  802-259-2211 American Red Cross 802-773-9159
Mount Holly Rescue Squad 802-775-3133 911 Game Warden — Tim Carey 802-773-9101
Mount Holly Constable Paul Faenza C 802-353-8347 Health Officer - Tim Bickford 802-779-6429

Animal Control For Mt. Holly C text only 802-353-4492 H 802-259-3976 Vermont State Police 802-773-9101


http://www.mounthollyvtmuseum.org/
mailto:ddevereux@vermontel.net

Send ARTICLES to:

Diana Garrow, 3379 Shunpike Rd., Mt. Holly, VT

05758 Phone 802-259-2314 or E-Mail to

chitchat@vermontel.net Check out Mt. Holly Web Site www.mounthollyvt.org

“The views

and opinions expressed in the enclosed articles are solely

those of their authors and are not necessarily those of the Chit Chat,
its staff, or its board of directors. The authors are solely responsibility
for the content of their articles.”

Donation Thank Yous: Lisa Kelley (Cummings & Co.) * Town of Mount

Holly * Mary & Jeff Smith (Smith Maple Crest Farm) * Ron Unterman &
Dottie Finnerty * William & Patricia Johnson * Bill & Karen Higbie *
Gerry Wilkins (Gerry Wilkins Art Studio) * Pat & bob Mendelsohn *
Annett West * Peter & Stephanie Smith * Betsy Hinckley * Deborah &
Gordon Cheyne * Mount Holly Community Assoc. * Robin Nelson
(Massage Therapy Belmont) * Irene Berry (Calm Moments Massage
Studio) * Kevin Smith (Kevin Smith Garden, Mowing Service) * Howard
& Karen Hill * Kevin Hollebeek (Belmont Septic Design) * Susan Dalby *
Angus Farrand (Farrand Masonry) * Joan Connor *

December Birthdays: 3™ —Archie Bussino (1942) 4™ -Shawn

Palmer Sth -Mary Beth Jacobs 6" -Nikita Abrae Howard 8-

Zachary Taylor * Heather Graham (1999) 9™ —Carol Skarzynski

10™ -Madeline Veysey 16™ -Heather Jacobs * Erin Devereux 16%-

Shane Pearson 18th -Alec McCallum 19th -Lia Wortman * Jon Lombardi

* Ryan Graf * Sarah Devereux * Fay Freeman 22" -Leslie Colm 1960. 23"

—Kateri Collins 24™ —Christopher Colm * Joshua R. Wasilewski 25"-

Annette Lynch 27" —Richard Lee 30" -John Ely * Jennifer Bussino
Graham (1981) 31%- A.J. Labozzo

December Anniversaries: 11"-Joe & Donna McDonald (1976)

=

If you would like to add or remove yours or a family members

birthday and or anniversary from the list please send the

information

to me at the above address or e-mail me at

chitchat@vermontel.net or call me at 802-259-2314.

Local Post Office Hours

Mount Holly
Window

Lobby Hours:
Belmont
Window

Lobby Hours:

East Wallingford

Window

Lobby Hours:

802-259-2796
Mon — Fri 8:00 am — 10:00 am
& 2:45 pm — 4:45 pm
Sat 7:30 am — 10:30 am
Mon — Fri 8:00 am — 4:45 pm
802-259-2790
Mon — Fri 7:30 am — 9:30 am
& 2:45 pm — 4:45 pm
Sat 8:00 am — 10:45 am
Mon — Fri 7:30 am — 4:45 pm
802-259-2829
Mon — Fri 7:00 am — 11:00 am
Sat 7:00 am — 10:00 am
Mon — Fri 7:00 am — 4:45 pm

Cuttingsville/Shrewsbury 802-492-3585

Window Hours

Lobby Hours

Ludlow

Mon — Fri 7:30 am — 10:30 am
& 11:30 am — 2:30 pm
Sat 8:00 am — 11:00 am
Mon — Fri 7:30 am — 5:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am — 11:00 am
802-228-7436

Post Master: Dawn Howlett

Lobby Hours:

Mon — Fri
Sat

6:30 am — 5:30 pm
6:30 am — 11:00 am

Window Hours: Mon — Fri 8:30 am — 5:00 pm

Sat 8:30 am — 10:30 am
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Mount Holly Chit Chat, Inc.
PUBLISHER: Mount Holly Chit Chat, Inc., a Non Profit Vermont
Corporation; Federal 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt statuses

BOARD of DIRECTORS:

PRESIDENT: Dennis Deverecux V. PRESIDENT: David Venter
SECRETARY: Terri Isidto TREASURER: Diana Garrow
DIRECTORS: Heather Garrow, Christine Pratt, Kevin Plew
MANAGING EDITOR: Diana Garrow

ASSISTANT to the EDITOR: Heather Garrow

SUBMISSIONS: Deadline is 22™ By 6:00 pm of each month for
the following month. Send to chitchat@vermontel.net or mail to
Mount Holly Chit Chat, 3379 Shunpike Rd., Mount Holly, VT
05758 Phone 802-259-2314. E-mail or mail articles on Town
news, events, and issues; op-eds and essays; poems, jokes, recipes,
nature observations, reviews, obituaries, remembrances. Include
name, address, and phone number. Anonymous articles will not be
accepted. Mailed copies should be camera-ready, i.e., ready to be
scanned into the paper. Contact the editor for further information.
Contact the editor for inclusion in the coming month’s
announcements of birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, graduations,
retirements, and other milestones.

PHOTOS: Color photos of events are welcome as they look great
on the Chit Chat web edition

LETTERS to the EDITOR: email; 300 word limit; include name,
address, and phone number. Letters are subject to editing for
reasons of space and clarity. Requests for anonymity will be
considered by the Editor.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in the enclosed
articles are solely those of their authors and are not necessarily those
of the Chit Chat, its staff, or its board of directors. The authors are
solely responsible for the content of their articles.

ADVERTISEMENTS: Camera ready. Contact editor with

questions, or to assist with ad creation (cost $15).

RATES: Back Page: $25 Per Listing for one year

1Mo. 3Mo. 6Mo. 9Mo. 12 Mo.

Business Card: $15  $40 $75 $115  $150
Quarter Page: $30  $80  $150  $225 $300
Third Page: $45 $125  $225  $350 $450
Half Page: $75 $200  $375  $550 $750
Full Page: $125 $325  $625 $1025 $1250

FREE ADVERTISING: Only Community and Non-Profit
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organizations may qualify for free advertising
in the Mount Holly Chit Chat, subject to approval by the Board of
Directors. Articles submitted for print which promote the sale of
goods or services for financial gain will be charged the Chit Chat’s
set rate for advertisements.

CIRCULATION: The Mount Holly Chit Chat is delivered to every
residence in Mount Holly and mailed to out-of-Town property
owners as well as other folks with Mount Holly ties.

INTERNET: Each month’s edition is published on the Mount Holly
Town website: www.mounthollyvt.org

MEMBERSHIP IN CORPORATION: Open to all who live,
work, or own property in Mount Holly and who make an annual
donation of any amount.

The Annual Membership meeting is held on the second Monday in
September in the Mount Holly Town Office at 6 p.m. The meeting
includes the annual report and election of the Board of Directors
ORGANIZATION SUPPORT: The Mount Holly Chit Chat has
been published each month since 1974 and has been supported
solely by donations until 2006 when readership was expanded as a
public service to all who reside, vote, or own property in Mount
Holly. The Chit Chat is supported by donations, advertisements,
and appropriation from the Town.

www.mounthollyvt.org chitchat@vermontel.net
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Betsy (Covell) Martin

Betsy was kind, giving, friendly, witty, spirited, chatty, but most of all, extraordinarily strong-willed. On
Oct. 20, 2021, her beautiful spirit left this Earth. She was born to the town of Chittenden, raised alongside
her siblings. She then raised her own family in the town of Mount Holly — and had a lifelong affair with
making friends; her list of friends would be endless — everywhere she went, she would befriend someone,
anyone who had the time to stop and chat. She was a woman with a BIG heart, made of gold — she loved
to help out, and to be of service to others. She adored her grandchildren and loved being called “Bubka” —
nothing brought her more joy. She had a very long
battle with cancer and other various conditions — may Bone Builders

she now find some ease, and endless love and peace. A Monday & Thursday Mornings
Celebration of Life will be held at the Rowell's Inn 9:00 am

(located in Andover, Vermont) on Nov. 1, at | p.m. 0dd Fellows Hall

For Weights and more information

Mount Holly Volunteer Firefighters Auxiliary Call Judy Nevin 802-259-2443

We would like to thank everyone who purchased raffle tickets from the Mount
Holly Volunteer Firefighters Auxiliary.
Congratulations to the following winners! Brent and Della Thompson who won the grand prize of the Turkey Dinner Basket!
Pete and Jo Bania who won a Mojo's Gift Certificate, Sue Cavalla who won the Harry's Gift Certificate Steve Michelle who won
two pies from Gloria's and JoAnne Hammond who won the Cheese Sampler from Crowley Cheese.

We also give Thanks to Mojo's, Harry's, Gloria's and Crowley for their donations who made this raffle possible.
Thank you again everyone!

Free Writing Workshop

Flanders Excavatlng & Firewood I am thinking of offering a free writing

Complete Site Work Start To Finish workshop, but [.am trying to gauge if there
is any interest. If you think you might be
All Aspects of Excavating: interested, would you please email me and indicate if you would be

Roads ~ Clearing Lots ~ Septic Systems ~ Ponds interested in a weekday, whether afternoon or morning, or a weekend
day? connor@ohio.edu Just a way for me to give back to this town that
Fully Insured — Call Steve @ 802-259-2147 has given me so much.
Flanders.excavating@gmail.com I think that we could convene in my home, the last house on Old
Firewood — Cut, Split & Delivered Tiffany Road where I coul'd offer coffee, tea, or chai. Just two hours?
You would only need to bring your tablet, or pen and paper. (Remember
pens and paper?) These would be generative exercises, so you need not
be an experienced writer. If there is some interest, I will try to schedule something
for next month.

Here is a bio. note to establish my credentials. I am a former professor at Ohio
University where 1 served as director of Creative Writing for five years and
oversaw BA, MA, and PhD students. I also taught in the Stonecoast MFA program
and the Fairfield University Enders Island MFA program. I have published four
fiction collections and one essay collection. (I currently have another fiction
collection under contract.). Additional publications include hundreds of essays and Christmas Carols e,
stories as well as publication in multiple anthologies.

Additionally I have received several writing fellowship, edited fiction for several

Belmont “Uillage Baptist Church

. Christmas Eve Service

| December 24%, 7:00 pm

Readings

journals and judged diverse contests.
Rutland Jewish Center Awards: Pushcart prize, Ohio Writer award in Fiction and Nonfiction, 4 Best
. . American Essays notable essay citations, 3 Best American Short Stories
Seerce. Nptlces Distinguished story
office@rutlandjewishcenter.org citations, Ohio Arts
Saturday, November 27, No Services Council  fellowship, A
Barbara Deming A
Friday, December 3, 07:30 pm Memorial Fund Award,
Saturday, December 11, 09:30 am || AWP award in short Custom Builders of Belmont Inc.
Friday, December 17, 07:30 pm || fiction, River Teeth : e
Friday, December 24, No Services award in nonfiction, Al hat]|
Saturday, December 25, No Services Leapfrog Press award Ll
’ ’ in adult fiction.

So I am just trying to get a feel whether or not there would be any

interest in such a workshop. Just let me know? Thank you, Joan Charlie Conroy 30+ Years Experience

¢cjconroy@vermontel.net
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November 2021, Mt. Moriah Lodge #96

Trestieboard
Next meeting Tuesday 12/14 8PM
St. Patrick’s Church Many thanks to all the Brothers who helped fill a chair at our District
Meeting on Nov. 2", Grand Lodge officers said it was a well presented
program and enjoyable evening. The turkey supper put on by the
Chester OES, was also praised. So thank you my Brothers for all your
help.

218 N. Main St, Wallingford

Saturday December 4, 2021

9:00am—2:00 pm WM Earl and RW Buster attended 6 District meetings together and

Dennis Start and Jim Heald also attended a couple. All the meetings we

Handmade crafts including quilted wall hangings attended were very informative and well presented. Mt Moriah was
Cloth Santa’s & Ornaments mentioned by the Grand Officers at 2 or 3 meetings, which was a

. . pleasant surprise.

A Silent Auction of Themed Baskets Congratulations to our Junior Warden and RWDDGM of District 4, Jim

Large Baked Goods Sale Goss, on his District Meeting which was the best one we attended, and

Including take out Soups, Mac & Cheese, to Dave Walker who received his 60 yr membership pin.

Chili & Baked Beans This is a good time for everyone to consider becoming a life member

of Grand Lodge. For anyone under 60 yrs old the cost is $400 and

anyone over 60 it’s $200.

. . Training for Wardens was launched in September and will continue

Our front room_W|I.I have “Once Loved” items until the end of the year.

As well as crafting items for sale. P We need to set a date for our candidate’s EA degree at this meeting
‘ too.

Masks will be appreciated. o g Finally Brothers we must say good-bye and safe travels to WM Earl,

as he moves to / - P \

Florida. He

roraa. o7 [ Belmont Septic Design

the road by the end of this week. He said he will keep in touch

As we are not able to have a luncheon this year.

with me (Sec’y) as he travels, and lands, somewhere in Florida. : .
It’'s been a privilege to serve under you and know you as a Soil Test Pits /
Masonic Brother and is going to be missed by us all. Fraternally, Design—Permitting

Earl Miller, WM - Buster Seward, Sec’y
802.733.2561

kevin@belmontseptic.com

A Kevin Hollebeek J

PCAS Mount Holly Town Library
In Bennington, The Mount Holly Town Library wishes everyone a safe, healthy
Manchester and holiday season!
Rutland A reminder about Library hours:

Monday 9-1 Tuesday 1-5 Wednesday 2-4 Saturday 9-1
Flexible schedule Please wear a mask when in the library as Vermont is experiencing
and on-the-job another surge in COVID related illness
training. Mileage Please remember that the library willbe closed on Saturday
reimbursement and 12/25/21 and Saturday 1/1/22 Joe Galbraith, MLS, Library Director,
competitive wages. Mount Holly Town Library 8§02.259.3707

Apply today and join
our award winning
team!

ca rdmore
Excavalm

*$500 at hire / $500 after
completing six months

VNA & HOSPICE 75

of the Southwest Region yeoars
Serving Bennington and Rutland Counties  1946-2021

(802) 342-3507
Rul]cl'i |:‘wdl‘tllll(_r1'tu ]l‘. P.O. Box 101

]'ll'.'ll‘l'll'lllIl‘t't‘\t"""f ;‘:rllll.l].l'llll'l ”c]rnlml, Vermont 05730

www.vermontvisitingnurses.org
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Mount Holly Snow Flyers

The Snow Flyers are getting everything ready for the upcoming YAiNKEE HOME MANAGEMENT 4

season. The Volunteers have been busy clearing & debrushing the Sar o operty Mana gement /

trails which are now 90% complete - the remaining section will be B L (A
done once hunting season is over. We had to do a lot of excavator \ /
v yankechomemanagement.com

work on Three Sisters to try & get that trail back in shape after the
mess the loggers left behind. Stumps had to be removed along with
MT.HOLLY. VT

making the water bars passable. It was a long day in the woods
fixing this & we "Thank" those involved. Two bridges were built on
the by-pass trail going to the Plymouth Road Parking lot so that trail
is also in good shape. The trail in Plymouth will be OPEN again
this year - Huge Thanks go out to all those involved getting this
major trail reopened. A majority of the signs and stakes have been
put out. The loggers are again this year are going to cause problems
for us - Old Plymouth Road will be plowed for 2 logging operations
(using the bypass trail will solve this problem), Rt. 4 up by the
Stone House will also have a logging operation & be plowed, final
logging operation will be on Summit Road just across from the
railroad tracks - we're working on an alternate for that arca. We
were told by the state Forrester - this should be the Last Year for
Logging to be done on our trails for years to come - let's hope that's
true!! So far we are all set for The New Year’s Eve Fireworks on
Star Lake & looking forward to the celebration of the end of 2021 &
a better 2022!

Wishing Everyone a Healthy & Happy Thanksgiving Spent With
Family & Friends. Think Snow! Mount Holly Snow Flyers
www.mounthollysnowflyers.org

SUGARHILL

berry farm v

Pick Your Own Berries
3237 Sugar Hill Road
East Wallingford, Vermont 05742
802-259-21565

www.sugarhillberryfarm.com
Call or check Facebook for days/times open

Two Letters To Santa
By Annabel Sheila
I wrote a letter to Santa
To make sure he would know
It's only two weeks until Christmas
And we still don't have any snow.

Just didn't want his reindeer

To have to work too hard.

I was afraid they might get stuck
In the mud outside in our yard.

I mailed my letter on Monday,
Only two days ago.

As I dropped it in the mailbox,
It slowly started to snow.

It's been snowing ever since,
More as each day goes by.

I'm getting kind of worried now
That Santa will think I lied.

I'll write another letter

And mail it off today.

Tell Santa not to worry,

There'll be lots of snow for his sleigh.

Christmas Long Ago
—Dona M. Maroney

Frosty days and ice-still nights,
Fir trees trimmed with tiny lights,
Sound of sleigh bells in the snow,
That was Christmas long ago.
Tykes on sleds and shouts of glee,
Icy-window filigree,
Sugarplums and candle glow,
Part of Christmas long ago.
Footsteps stealthy on the stair,
Sweet-voiced carols in the air,
Stocking hanging in a row,
Tell of Christmas long ago.
Starry nights so still and blue,
Good friends calling out to you,
Life, so fact, will always slow...

For dreams of Christmas long ago.

Chit Chat Deadline
in December is Sunday
The 19th by 6:00 pm

Wagne Jones Metal

All Metals

Sheet - Plate - Structural - Fabrication
CNC Plasma - Oxy Fuel Burn Table
Equipment Repair
Light Machining
Sand Blasting
Polishing

CWeayne Jones
1759 RT103 N
East Wallingford VT 802-259-2521

*** Odd Fellows Hall Rental ***

The use of the Hall in Belmont is scheduled by contacting
Carol at 802-259-2791, or at tcg2791@yahoo.com . You

may also leave a message with Dennis at 802-259-2460, or
at ddevereux@vermontel.net .

December 2021 Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc. 5

www.mounthollyvt.org chitchat@vermontel.net



http://www.mounthollyvt.org/
mailto:chitchat@vermontel.net
http://www.mounthollysnowflyers.org/
mailto:tcg2791@yahoo.com
mailto:ddevereux@vermontel.net

State Representative Of Ludlow, Mount

Holly, Shrewsbury

Happy Thanksgiving! 1 was planning on writing an
article this month, with the legislative session about to
start in January anyway, but now we also have a “special
session” on November 22", By the time you read this the
special session will likely be finished, but I will take this
opportunity to offer my thoughts on the special session and
the political landscape I’'m seeing.

The Governor allowed the “State of Emergency” to end
June 15, 2021, which had been in effect since March 13,
2020. At that time, with rising vaccination rates and
decreasing COVID case rates, and most importantly very
few people in our hospitals, it seemed like we were on a
solid path back to normal life. Unfortunately, the virus is
still here, our hospitals and ICUs are filling up again, and
worst of all Vermonters are dying. The Governor has been
hesitant to re-enact the “State of Emergency” because he
feels the amount the power he has when it is in effect is
dangerous and nothing he could do would make a much of
a difference anyway. Part of his reasoning being that most
of the cases remain among the unvaccinated, and if you are
unvaccinated right now you are not likely to change your
mind because of anything the Governor does. To some
extent I suppose don’t disagree with that logic, but I think
we elect leaders to lead, and while I have agreed with him
and appreciated his leadership throughout this crisis, 1
worry that he’s too focused now on the potential political
repercussions to stick his neck out there and make the hard
decisions he made last year.

That is how we have arrived at the special session.
Without the State of Emergency, the Governor does not
have the authority to enact a statewide mask mandate like
we have had before, and again he says he thinks the only
people that would care about a mandate are already
wearing masks, so sees no reason to declare a State of

S
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Emergency. The Governor does have the authority to allow towns to enact their own mask mandates if they want to, but he doesn’t
want to do even that on his own, so his “compromise” is to call for a special session of the legislature and ask the legislature to pass
a bill that allows towns to enact mask mandates. A bill which he has agreed to sign. To me it seems like he’s trying to have his cake
and eat it too, he wants to say he’s against this policy but if he really was, he wouldn’t call the special session. I think to some
extent he does think it could help turn the tide on our rising cases, but he’ll also gets his headlines about how he opposes the policy
and “isn’t he magnanimous” allowing the legislature to do it anyway.

I would really love to restart my coffee hours and was almost ready to until cases started to rise again. But with my daughter
being only 11 months old and unvaccinated it’s just a risk I’'m not willing to take with her right now. But I really hope to get back
in that schedule and maybe schedule some nighttime hours when I do resume. I left my other job working maintenance at a hotel
and have been Dad-ing fulltime since August, so when I do resume my coffee hours my schedule may be a little more open. Talk

soon! Logan Nicoll, 802-345-8430

Visit 5 1l &

Fcbock  PLEW PR
FARM ™yt sumay
T HOIY, Yormaont 802.259.2250

1966 Healdville Road, Mount Holly
www.plewfarm.com
dedicated to providing a /ocal alternative
to commercially prodiuced factory food

pasture raised chicken, eggs
pork, beef, maple syrup & products
produce, honey, cheese, cider, dairy, gifts, & more

December 2021 Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc.

%HE NEW LEARNING PROJECT

CHOOSINGTO EXPERIENCE OUR POTENTIAL

Music LESSONS -- Guitar, Piano, and more
RED CROSS COURSES -- First Aid, CPR, Lifeguarding

SWIMMING INSTRUCTION
(More services at website)

STUDIO IN CUTTINGSVILLE VT
www.TheNewLearningProject.com
TheNewLearningProject@gmail.com

ﬁ2.492.3208

Marcos Levy
Instructor with over 30 years
of Experience

6 www.mounthollyvt.org chitchat@vermontel.net
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The Visited Planet

Christmas is about the word incarnation. We sing it every year in our carols, especially in “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing.” Charles Wesley wrote that one line you've sung, “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail the incarnate
Deity.” The Apostles Creed teaches it when it says, “Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary.”

My wife and | just returned from a trip which had us in several airports and one of our favorite pastimes is “people
watching.” When you observe what they do you learn a lot about them. The same is true of God. If you want to know
God- to really know Him— watch what He does. You can tell the nature of the giver by the gift. At Christmas, God gave
us the gift of His Son, Jesus. He said, “I love you.” He stretched out His arms on crossbeams and proved it by dying for
you.

The story of Christmas is a love story. Don’t be confused by the trinkets and glitter. It's not even about babies,

stables and wise men. Christmas is about love. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Love to be love, must express itself. The Bible says that God is
love; and if that is true, His love must find a tangible expression. That is what the incarnation is all about... Eternal Love
wrapping Himself in human flesh to enter time and space to intervene.
: ; God has come,,, and now we have a choice. In
God’s entrance through the womb of a young virgin
to ultimately pay the price for sin, He served the
ball into your court. He said: “l love you. |
demonstrated my love, but you must come to me
yourself. If you are sinful and dirty | will forgive you
and clean you up, because | love you. But you
must choose to come.”

A monk was deep in prayer and had a vision
when, suddenly, he was interrupted by a knock at
the door. The monk turned away from the vision
and went to the door. When he returned, God said
to him, “I'm glad you went to the door. Had you
tarried, | would have gone.”

At Christmas, in becoming a man, Jesus wore
our “costume.” In 1775, the manager of Baltimore’s largest hotel refused lodging to a poorly dressed farmer on the
grounds that the farmer would discredit the hotel. To his horror, the manager discovered that he had turned away The
Vice President of the United States, Thomas Jefferson.

The manager sent a note to Jefferson, pleading for him to return. In response, Jefferson said to his messenger:
“Tell him | have engaged a room. Tell him | value his intentions highly. But tell him if he has no room for a poor dirty
farmer, he has no room for the Vice President of the United States.”

Someday Jesus is going to return without the “costume.” Then it will be too late. He will say, "If you had no room for

a Suffering Servant, you have no room for a Conquering King.” -PG
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Mount Holly
Conservation Trust
Mounthollyconservationtrust.org PO Box 85
4 Belmont, VT 05730

i
a

| ‘m!ﬁ' Did you know that a volunteer-led organization justconserved 346 acres of critical wildlife
habitat in ourcommunity?

The Mount Holly Conservation Trust is preserving the beauty and character of Mount Holly through the
conservation of land, the environment, and natural resources.

We need your support now more than ever. Giving Tuesday is November 30th. Please consider supporting
the Mount Holly ConservationTrust withadonationtoday.

Point your smartphone camera at the image tothe left to visit our website and make a donation
online today.

We are a volunteer, tax-exempt charitable organization. Every dollar donated goes directly to conserving the
natural landscape, views, and wildlife that we all enjoy.

Donate now at: www.mounthollyconservationtrust.org/donate
Questions or concerns? Contact Brigid at802-259-2274.

Mount Holly Conservation Trust, Board of Directors:
Jim Corven ¢ Lorena Doolittle ® Annette Lynch ¢ Jon McCann ¢ Jessica Metcalfe ¢ Brigid Sullivan « Monique Szechenyi
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Twas The Night Before Christmas

Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house Not a creature was
stirring, not even a mouse. The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, In
hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, While visions of sugar-plums
danced in their heads. And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, Had just settled
our brains for a long winter’s nap.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, I sprang from the bed to see what
was the matter. Away to the window I flew like a flash, Tore open the shutters and
threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow Gave the lustre of mid-day to
objects below. When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tinny reindeer.

With a little old driver, so lively and quick, I knew in a moment it must be St Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, And he whistled, and shouted, and
called them by name!

"Now Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! On, Cupid! On,
on Donner and Blitzen! To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall! Now dash
away! Dash away! Dash away all!"

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly, When they meet with an obstacle,
mount to the sky. So up to the house-top the coursers they flew, With the sleigh full of
Toys, and St Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof The prancing and pawing of each little
hoof. As I drew in my head, and was turning around, Down the chimney St Nicholas

came with a bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot.
had flung on his back, And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack.

His eyes-how they twinkled! His dimples how merry! His cheeks were like roses,
his nose like a cherry! His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, And the beard
of his chin was as white as the snow.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, And the smoke it encircled his head
like a wreath. He had a broad face and a little round belly, That shook when he
laughed, like a bowlful of jelly!

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf, And I laughed when I saw him, in
spite of myself! A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, Soon gave me to know I had
nothing to dread.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, And filled all the stockings, then
turned with a jerk. And laying his finger aside of his nose, And giving a nod, up the
chimney he rose!

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, And away they all flew like the down of a thistle. But I heard him exclaim,
‘ere he drove out of sight, "Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!"

Clement Clarke Moore Miniature Biography

Clement Clarke Moore (1799 - 1863) came from a prominent family and his father Benjamin Moore was the Bishop of New
York who was famous for officiating at the inauguration of George Washington. The tradition of reading Twas the night before
Christmas poem on Christmas Eve is now a Worldwide institution and tradition.

Clement Clarke Moore (1779 - 1863) wrote the poem Twas the night before Christmas also called “A Visit from St. Nicholas"

in 1822. It is now the tradition in many American families to read the
poem every Christmas Eve. The poem 'Twas the night before Christmas'
has redefined our image of Christmas and Santa Claus. Prior to the
creation of the story of 'Twas the night before Christmas' St. Nicholas,
the patron saint of children, had never been associated with a sleigh or
reindeers!
Clement Moore, the author of the poem Twas the night before Christmas,
was a reticent man and it is believed that a family friend, Miss H. Butler,
sent a copy of the poem to the New York Sentinel who published the
poem. The condition of publication was that the author of Twas the night
before Christmas was to remain anonymous.

The first publication date was 23rd December 1823 and it was an
immediate success. It was not until 1844 that Clement Clarke Moore
claimed ownership when the work was included in a book of his poetry.
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Twas The Night Before Christmas
By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt Louis Pasteur, the father of
immunology?
Louis Pasteur, (born December 27, 1822, Dole,

France—died September 28

T'was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,
In a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.

I had come down the chimney with presents to give,
And to see just who in this home did live.

I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,

No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stocking by the mantle, just boots filled with sand,
And on the wall pictures of far distant lands.

Louis Pasteur
is  traditionally
considered as the
progenitor of
modern
immunology

, 1895, Saint-Cloud),

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, because of his
A sobering thought came to my mind, studies in the
For this house was different, so dark and so dreary, late  nineteenth
The home of a soldier, now I could see clearly. century that
popularized the
germ theory of
disease, and that
introduced  the
hope that all
infectious diseases could be prevented by prophylactic
vaccination, as well as also treated by therapeutic
vaccination, if applied soon enough after infection.
However, Pasteur was working at the dawn of the
appreciation of the microbial world, at a time when the
notion of such a thing as an immune system did not
exist, certainly not as we know it today, more than 130
years later. Accordingly, why was Pasteur such a
genius as to discern how the immune system functions
to protect us against invasion by the microbial world
when no one had even made the distinction between
fungi, bacteria, or viruses, and no one had formulated
any theories of immunity. A careful reading of
Pasteur’s presentations to the Academy of Sciences
reveals that Pasteur was entirely mistaken as to how
immunity occurs, in that he reasoned, as a good
microbiologist would, that appropriately attenuated

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,

Curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
Not how I pictured a United States soldier.

Was this the hero of whom I'd just read?

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?

I realized the families that I saw this night,

Owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.
Soon round the world, the children would play,

And grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,

Because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,

On a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,

I dropped to my knees and started to cry:

The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice,
“Santa don’t cry, this life is my choice;

I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more,
My life is my God, my country, my corps.” ! :
The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep, microbes  would deplete the host of vital

trace nutrients absolutely required for their viability
and growth, and not an active response on the part of
the host. Even so, he focused attention on immunity,

o ) preparing the ground for others who followed. This
I didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark night, review chronicles Pasteur’s remarkable metamorphosis

This guardian of honor so willing to fight. from organic chemist to microbiologist to
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure, S e L S
Whispered, “Carry on Santa, it’s Christmas day, all is secure.” & T 0 B L

One look at my watch, and I knew he was right. EE ST e s I
“Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night.”

I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours, so silent and still,
And we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.

e Y 1y
L, ~ L

immunologist, and from basic science to medicine.

Louis Pasteur, a qualified chemist, was behind the most important scientific
revolutions of the 19th century in the fields of biology, agriculture, medicine and
hygiene. Beginning his research on crystallography, he soon embarked on a
journey filled with discoveries which led him to develop the rabies vaccine.

Louis Pasteur’s life was filled with revolutionary discoveries and also marked
by a number of events that likely fueled his desire to understand the diseases of
his time. A tireless and dedicated scientist, he traveled extensively throughout
France to prove his theories and solve agricultural and industrial problems &
caused by infectious diseases.
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Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 p.m.! As part of
this annual event, we are holding a letter writing
campaign to hear what young kids in Rutland and
surrounding communities wish for the future
during this holiday season.

Students who enter will have a chance to
have their holiday wish letter read from the stage
by our orchestra conductor Peter Askim, one of
our musicians, or our guest soloist Melissa
Wimbish. Selected students will be provided
with two free tickets to the Paramount Theatre
concert and will be mailed a special gift from the
Vermont Symphony Orchestra.

Students should send their wish letter, along
with their name, age and school, via post to:
VSO Holiday Wishes, 2 Church St, Suite 3B,
Burlington VT 05401 or email it to
hello@vso.org no later than Friday December
3.

See the www.paramountvt.org for more
information on the VSO’s Holiday Pops concert.
A limited number of free tickets are available for
ages 12 and under with paying adults. Winners
of the holiday letter writing campaign will be
announced on Monday, December 6. For

questions, please contact patricia(@vso.org.

A time of Reflection, Family,
Friends & looking forward to 2022.
With it, hopes that Covid/Delta
retreats and we may resume our
“normal” routine.

In the meantime, we have new
titles arriving almost weekly,
including audio books on CD and
Books. Check out our DVD
collection, too. Go online, search
and reserve or just call us!

Public Hours:

Monday—Friday 10AM to 5PM
Masks Required for Inside Service
Curbside Available (Please Call)

Fletcher Memorial Library is a 501
www.fmlnews.org 802-228-8921

The Vermont Symphony Orchestra
The Vermont Symphony Orchestra is coming back to your community
with its family-friendly Holiday Pops concert at the Paramount Theatre on

-

s = = e,
Important Dates:
CLOSED:

Dec. 23rd-26: Christmas
Dec. 31st-Jan. 2: New Year’s
Jan. 15th-17th: MLK

NEW OFFERING
Thanks to the Tom
Harris Family in
Plymouth for the
telescope in honor §
of his mother, a
lifelong educator.

Our Telescope is
available for our
patrons to borrow.
Comes with an
instruction book,
sky maps, check list & documentation.

Stargaze in our beautifully clear VT
skies. Maybe catch a falling star or
bright planets. Have that family bonfire
and gaze. Please come in to check it
out. We are getting great feedback.

Thank

VYo for Vailir
You for Your

Continued Library Support

)3 organization

GRASS FED / GRASS FINISHED BEEF

* GROUND BEEF

* RIB STEAKS * SAUSAGE
* SEASONINGS * TALLOW
* ROASTS * BACK & SHORT RiBS

* PREMADE PATTIES

OUR OWN VT MAPLE SYRUP ALL GRADES AVAILABLE
Great holiday gift and we can ship for you

* GALLONS * MAPLE CREAM

* HALF-GALLONS * MAPLE CREAM CHEESE
* PINTS * COOKIES

* HALF-PINTS

CRE

2450 LINCOLN HILL
SHREWSBURY, VT 05738
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SMITHMAPLECRESTFARM.COM

SHOP IN PERSON, CALL US, EMAIL OR ORDER ON-LINE TO BE READY FOR
A QUICK PICKUP AT OUR FARM STORE. CURBSIDE AVAILABLE JUST ASK.
CLOSED............... DECEMBER 24TH @ 3PM AND DECEMBER 25TH

KNOW WHO RAISED YOUR MEAT, COME TO THE FARM FOR YOUR
* GRILL STEAKS

* KABOB MEAT

* BRISKET

* MEAT BOXES

* MARROW BONES

* MAPLE DRESSINGS
* MARINADES

* MAPLE SUGAR

* MAPLE CANDIES

DECEMBER 3IST @ 3PM AND JANUARY IST, 2022

WINTER STORE HOURS: ........... SAT, SUN, MON 10 AM -5 PM

WED, THURS & FRI 10 AM - 6 PM

www.mounthollyvt.org

TELEPHONE: 802 - 492 - 2151

chitchat@vermontel.net
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Mount Holly Town News
The following Minutes of the Select Board and the Planning Commission are “DRAFT” until approved
at their next meeting. NOTE: Most Select Board and Planning Commission meetings are covered by
Okemo Valley TV. The videos can be viewed at their website, www.okemovalley.tv Computers with

internet access are available at the Town Library.
Regular Select Board meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of the
month at 6:30 pm in the Town Office.
Items to be included on the Agenda
are due by Noon the Wednesday
before the meeting.

Special Select Board Meeting - October 26, 2021 Minutes
In-Person with Zoom Meeting: 898 6126 5487

Present: Select Board: Mark Turco (Chair), Jeff Chase, Jennifer Matthews

Town Officials: Carol Garrow-Woolley, Diana Garrow, Ryan Harter, David
Johnson, Annette Lynch, Jon McCann, Stephen Michel, James Seward, Brigid
Sullivan, Clinton Woolley

Members of the Public: Tracie Burns, Eric Hall (Rutland Regional Planning Commission), Ryan Horvath, Amy Turco

1. Call to Order by Mark Turco at 6:30 p.m. All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Consideration of any changes and/or additions to the agenda — Mr. Turco asked to add an invoice received from
Ludlow Ambulance Service. It was agreed to do so as Agenda item #4a.

3. Road Salt Quotes - Approve — Road Foreman Clinton Woolley
To Contact Mt. Holly Town Road Crew, | siated he had three quotes for winter road salt: $78.00/ton from
call the Town Garage at 802-259-3179 American Rock Salt; $91.00/ton from Appalachee; and, $72.31/ton from

Cargill through the State of Vermont. Jeff Chase made a motion to
purchase bulk deicing salt from Cargill for $72.31/ton, seconded by
Mr. Turco, unanimously approved.

4. Summit Road Bridge 49 Box Culvert Replacement — Sign
Authorization to Proceed with Otter Creek Engineering — Mr.
Chase explained he had reached out to Otter Creek Engineering
(OCE) to inform them that their bid for this project was approved.
In order to finalize this, OCE needs an authorization to proceed,
which Mr. Chase signed.

4a. Ludlow Ambulance Service Invoice — Mr. Turco explained
that the Select Board had received an invoice for $2,500 for runs
made by the Ludlow Ambulance Service (LAS) to calls in Mount
Holly. Jennifer Matthews forwarded the invoice on to Mount Holly

TOWN OF MOUNT HOLLY

A PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR OUTDOOR
BURNING

BURN PERMITS
May be obtained form
THE MOUNT HOLLY FIRE WARDEN
Jim Seward
Pager: 802-786-3408
Home: 802-259-2211

Leave a phone number where Jim can call you back.
Do not burn until you have spoken to him.
SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS

Volunteer Rescue Squad (MHVRS), who returned it to the Town
stating it was not their responsibility. (Recorder’s Note: Per the January 7, 2020 Select Board meeting minutes, the Select
Board declined to accept the LAS proposal for EMS service to Mount Holly. Per the January 14, 2020 minutes, Kristin
Veysey reported Rutland Regional Ambulance Service would cover all calls to which MHVRS was unable to respond.) The
Select Board denies any responsibility for the LAS invoice and its charges. Mr. Turco will contact Ms. Veysey, MHVRS
President, and urge her to reach out to LAS to resolve this issue.

5. ARPA Funds Discussion with Eric Hall of Rutland Regional Planning Commission (RRPC) — Eric Hall, RRPC’s
ARPA lead planner, explained that the 11 Regional Planning Commissions around the State are tasked with helping
municipalities utilize and manage their ARPA funds. At present, municipalities are gathering project ideas from the public
and determining those projects’ funding eligibility. Mr. Hall stated that ARPA funds are to address pandemic-related issues
and its economic fallout, and to help build a stronger, more equitable economy. The six categories for ARPA funds use are:
support public health response; replace public sector revenue loss; water and sewer infrastructure; address negative
economic impacts; premium pay for essential workers; and, broadband infrastructure. Within these broad categories fall
items such as: the purchase of PPE; wastewater, water, and storm water projects; financial assistance to workers and
families; supporting small businesses; rebuilding public sector capacity; investments in housing and neighborhoods; and,
greater access to affordable childcare. Use of the lost revenue calculation may also allow for some projects. Funds must be
used on projects serving more than one recipient and with a broad impact. ARPA funds must be obligated by December 31,
2024 and fully spent by December 31, 2026. Mr. Hall recommended
that municipalities take the time to gather public input, to prioritize
projects, and to focus on projects with a lasting impact.

Ms. Matthews noted that VLCT has emphasized using ARPA funds
for forward-looking projects, and for transformative projects with a

Mount Holly Animal Control Officer
The Mount Holly Animal Control Officer is Laura
Swartz. She handles all calls concerning domesticated
and farm animals, including Animal Cruelty concerns.
This is a once-in-a-lifetime

For more information or to make a report please call
Home (802) 259-3976 or Cell text only 802-353-4492

lasting impact on the community.
investment in Mount Holly.
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thoughts and ideas. Discussion ensued with a number of
thoughts and ideas proposed. A few of those ideas were
immediately deemed ineligible: road crew equipment and
standalone solar arrays.

Possible eligible ideas include: water for the Perkins House
Museum; access to affordable childcare; water availability,
accessibility and recreational use of Star Lake; high-speed
internet access; hybrid meeting technological equipment;
digitization of land records; VOIP phone system: equipment
for the hearing-impaired at public meetings; after school

Come on up, check us out because nothing beats local for

PureVT Maple Syrup,
Sweet Treats and
Grassfed-Grassfinished Beef

# Stocking Stuffers $1 - up
# Teacher / Coworker gifts
# Customize a Gift Box

# Farm Store Gift Cards

We can ship your gift of VT
Maple Syrup so bring your list

programs; childcare during public meetings; loans or grants to Sleles e
small businesses adversely-impacted by COVID. 2450 Lincoln Hill Rd
In response to a question from Ms. Matthews, Mr. Hall SmithMapleCrestFarm.com Shfe‘s'vggifgég}'s?ns

stated that once projects are approved by the Select Board,

they can be undertaken at any point.

Mr. Hall emphasized the need to reach out to the public in a variety of different ways for their input and for additional

ideas for possible projects.

Mr. Turco thanked Mr. Hall for all the information, and he thanked everyone in attendance for their thoughts and ideas.
6. Executive Session: Title 1 V.S.A. S 313(a)(3) — personnel (if needed) — Not needed this evening.
7. Adjourn — Meeting adjourned at 7:36 pm. Respectfully Submitted: Jennifer Matthews Minutes Approved: 11.9.2021

Mount Holly Select Board Meeting - November 9, 2021 Minutes In-Person with Zoom Meeting: 898 6126 5487

Present: Select Board: Jeff Chase, Jennifer Matthews, Mark Turco (Chair)

Town Officials: Phil Crane, Carol Garrow-Woolley, Diana Garrow, Russ Garrow, David Johnson, Annette Lynch, David
Martin, Jon McCann, Stephen Michel, Christine Pratt, James Seward, Clinton Woolley
Members of the Public: Paul Barton, Inas & Maher Elmasri, Zena Gates, Jeb Porter, Donna Seward

Mount Holly Listers Hours
The Listers are at the Mount Holly Town

Office most Tuesdays 10:00am-2:00 pm or by . .
appointment. Please call 802-259-2391 for need to purchase a microphone & speaker to accommodate virtual attendees

at Planning Commission and other meetings in the town office. It was agreed
to add both items: the roller inquiry with agenda item #5.a.i., and the

any questions.

speaker/microphone with agenda item #5.c.

4. Approval of October 12, 2021 Meeting Minutes & October 26™
Special Select Board Meeting Minutes — Jeff Chase made a made a
motion to approve both sets of minutes with the following correction to
the October 12" minutes, requested by Ms. Matthews: on page two under
Treasurer, Monthly Income & Expense Report, “Other Support Expenses
(approved ballot item expenditures) of $60,229”, the correct figure
should be $28,735. The motion was seconded by Mr. Turco,
unanimously approved.

5. Reports

a. Highways & Transfer Station Update —

i) Monthly Update - Clinton Woolley reported: the Healdville Road
railroad crossing has now been repaved; an iPad is needed ASAP; lots of
work needs to be done to bring 239 road segments up to standards by
2025 for the MRGP; town garage generator is down, awaiting Cota &
Cota for the repair; and, all is well at transfer station.

Addition: Roller for Gravel Roads — David Martin commented that the
gravel takes quite some time to pack down and for the roads to be
smooth again after grading; with loose stones, it’s dangerous, while bike-
riding in particular. Mr. Turco noted we had looked at a small roller to
go on the back of the grader and it alone, without the arms, was quite
expensive. Discussion ensued about roller options, their effectiveness,
costs, possible grant-funding and timing. Mr. Turco stated we would
look into it further.

1. Call to Order by Mark Turco at 6:30 pm.

2. All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Changes and/or additions to the agenda — Jennifer Matthews asked to
add an inquiry from David Martin about a roller for the gravel roads, and the

Mount Holly Town Auditors Request
For The Town Report

Mount Holly Town Auditors are requesting of
all organizations who submit articles and or
budgets for the Mount Holly Town Report to
have your articles typed single spaced and mailed
or dropped off or e-mailed to:
mthollyauditors@gmail.com or to the Town
Office no later than January 6, 2022. Anything
received after that date will not appear in the Town
Report. All articles mail to the Town Office at the
following address: Mount Holly Town Office,
Attn: Auditors, P.O. Box 248, Mt. Holly, VT
05758

If you have any pictures of your organization or
the Town of MT Holly that have occurred in town
this past year and wish to have them included in
the Town Report, please send them to us for our
consideration. We can scan the photo and return
it to you. For more information, call the town
office and leave a message for one of the Auditors.
Thank You, The Mount Holly Town Auditors

December 2021 Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc. 12 www.mounthollyvt.org chitchat@vermontel.net



http://www.mounthollyvt.org/
mailto:chitchat@vermontel.net
mailto:mthollyauditors@gmail.com

b. Treasurer — David Johnson

i) Monthly Income & Expense Report — Mr. Johnson
reported: the Property Taxes Receivable figure of $307,837
is as of October 31%; on November first, another $130,000 in
taxes was paid, so there is about $180-190,000 in delinquent
taxes, which is more than last year but less than previous
years; the second quarterly payment of $30,200 from the
State for State Aid to Roads and the quarterly payment of
$3,342 from the State for Special State Aid for Roads have
both come in; the Solid Waste Labels Sold amount of
$11,960 is $100 more than last year; Other Support
Expenses (approved ballot item expenditures) of $28,735
were paid this month; Solid Waste Hauling & Disposal
Expense of $14,089 does not include Casella’s not yet
received October bill, but solid waste amounts are 22 tons less this year with C&D waste picked up only four times so far
this year compared with six times last year; the Purchased amount of $7,395 (for the mulcher, pressure washer, forks for the
tractor loader) is over budget but will be covered in overall road expenses; no Road Retreatment expense to date, but if a
large project is to be done in the Spring with additional amounts to come in next year’s budget, it’s possible to borrow from
the Equipment Asset Fund until the start of the new fiscal year. Regarding the Audits, Mr. Johnson reported an additional
site visit by the auditor is not necessary, and a draft of the FY 20 audit is forthcoming.

¢. Mount Holly Planning Commission Update — Jon McCann reported the Planning Commission: held a subdivision
hearing on October 20" and their decision on the subdivision is almost done; made some changes to the Building
Construction Registration form with the Administrative Officer now to review and approve the forms rather than the
Planning Commission; have been in contact with the Mount Holly Volunteer Fire Department about the utilities and
facilities part of the town plan with the dry fire hydrants in town now mapped; participated in the Crown Point Road walk
led by Dennis Devereux, who will write up some information on the road for the town plan; and agreed to sign the
Municipal Planning Grant resolution.

Addition: Microphone & Speaker for Virtual Meetings - Mr. McCann explained that the Planning Commission was in
need of a microphone to accommodate those attending meetings virtually in order for all to be able to hear the proceedings.
Discussion ensued about microphones, webcams and cameras, computers. On the recommendation of Patrick Cody from
Okemo Valley TV of the Jabra Speak, Ms. Matthews made a motion to purchase the item for use at the Planning
Commission and other meetings, seconded by Mr. Chase, unanimously approved.

d. Mount Holly Conservation Commission Update — Annette Lynch reported that the Municipal Planning Grant (MPQG)
has been submitted; a letter of support for the grant was received from the Okemo Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce;
and only three towns in Rutland County have applied for the MPG giving Mount Holly a good chance of success in the
grant award process. Ms. Lynch reported that
much of the first year’s work of the

[] (]
Mount Holly Dairy-Aire Farm
1004 Hortonville Road Mount Holly
Open Monday - Saturday 9 am - 3 pm
802-259-2386
pappynmammy@vermontel.net

Local - Mount Holly Produced

Fresh Raw Milk,
We are a Tier 1 State Inspected Farm
Fresh Cage Free Eggs, Fresh Cage Free Poultry
Homemade Baked Goods

Visit Us On Facebook

Select Board Administrator Needed

Conservation Commission has been previously
reported on by the former Chair, Fra DeVine,
which includes: from the survey, support overall
for conservation in town; and, individual
members stepping up and taking on projects like
Star Lake issues, the Shade Tree Preservation
Plan, the iNaturalist program, and an update of
forest fragmentation in town. For the coming
year, the Commission plans to focus on a
number of areas. The first is to know the town’s
resources by completing and maintaining
inventories of the town’s natural resources and
lands, especially those that have historic,
educational, cultural, scientific, architectural or

Part time position assisting the Town of Mount Holly Select Board with
day-to-day operations to include: reviewing and responding to mail,
email, phone calls; reviewing and preparing invoices and staff time
sheets for payment; preparing and posting meeting agendas and
minutes; posting notices; researching issues and grant opportunities;
grants administration; maintaining files and documents. Flexible
weekdays and hours, 10-15 hours per week to start. Proficiency with
computers and Microsoft Word, Excel, and email required.
Compensation dependent upon experience. Additional information at:
mounthollyvt.org/announcements-bulletin-board /appointments-
openings/ Please send resume to Town of Mount Holly Select Board,
PO Box 248, Mount Holly, VT 05758 or email to
mounthollyselectboard@gmail.com

archeological values. The Commission will look at nine individual inventories, beginning with the historical inventory, over
the next nine months, and members will work with the Planning Commission, Mount Holly Conservation Trust (MHCT),
and residents to gather information. The second is to provide advisory environmental evaluations to the Planning
Commission and others. The third is to work with the Planning Commission, Select Board, and other organizations on
matters affecting the local environment or natural resources. The fourth is to enhance public understanding of the town’s
natural resources and conservation needs by using iNaturalist and advisory environmental evaluations. Both could serve as
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an aid to the Planning Commission and to individual landowners in

8 QGNS looking at the land in town as a place where both humans and

= wildlife can live and thrive. The preservation and conservation of

. small parcels of land, like a wetland, could be purchased by the

» » MHCT and/or the town and set aside as a public natural reserve. An

7‘{0 ] ay ‘ ] environmental/ecological expert on a small retainer would assist with

this work. Once the Commission has completed its work on the nine

B, previously-mentioned inventories, they will report back to the Select

Board on the priorities on which they plan to concentrate.

?r 0 r am ‘ e. Rutland Regional Planning Commission (RRPC) Update — Jon

McCann reported it was a short meeting this month. He reported to

the RRPC members on Mount Holly’s discussion on ARPA funds

and the work on the town plan. In response to a question from Maher
Elmasri, a brief discussion of wind power and wind projects ensued.

f. Rutland Region Transportation Advisory Committee Update —

Neighbor Services’ Christmas Holiday Clinton Woolley reported the meeting focused on the Better Back

: : . Roads grants, the process for the Grants-in-Aid program transfer to
& Program are available at the Thrift Store, © VTrans, and the repaving project on VT Route 22a. In response to a

Food Shelf and on our website. Deadline question from Mr. Turco, Mr. Woolley stated he did need an iPad,

for return of app]ications is December 1st.  Which can be purchased at a cost of $350-400 for a refurbished one
: or about $580 for a new one. Mr. Johnson stated that funds are

37B Main St, Ludiow, available in the highway budget for the purchase. Mr. Chase made a
motion to purchase an iPad for use in the Grants-in-Aid management,
seconded by Mr. Turco, unanimously approved. In response to a
question from Mr. Chase, Mr. Woolley stated the Better Back Roads
grant applications are due December 12%; they could be used for
bank stabilization. He will look into it, but the time to do so is short.
g. Rutland County Solid Waste District Update — Clinton Woolley reported they are working on the employee policy
handbook and the annual budget.
6. New Business
a. Fowler Brook Road Request — Maher Elmasri stated he purchased a piece of property for its end of the road privacy.
Fowler Brook Road melds into his private driveway with no markings indicating the end of the public right-of-way. He
would like to install a gate and his mailbox at the spot where his driveway begins and the public road ends. There is some
confusion as to where exactly that spot is. Discussion ensued about the recorded plat, the length of the public right-of-way,
current town plowing into the property, the construction of a turn-around, the costs to the town of plowing and maintaining
the road, possible costs savings to the town, any road and mileage changes and those effects, possible solutions given the
time of year. Mr. Turco and Mr. Woolley will meet with Mr. Elmasri at the property for a site visit and to discuss this
further.
b. Ash Tree Removal & Shade Tree Preservation Plans — Phil Crane read from his Tree Warden Presentation pointing
out the following: the need to plan for the arrival of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB); the fact that 99% of ash trees infected by
the EAB die within three-to-five years of infection; insecticide treatment is costly at $20-40 per tree per treatment and must
be repeated every two-to-three years; the best solution is to remove infected trees. Mr. Crane stated that the first step is to do
an inventory of ash trees in the town right-of-way, prioritizing those along main roads and then moving on to lesser travelled
roads. Mr. Turco stated the need to work with the road crew on the inventory. Discussion ensued on the cost of tree removal,
the size of ash trees, notice to landowners. Once the inventory is complete, a plan will be developed to deal with the ash
trees, prioritizing those trees at highest risk. Mr. Crane is looking for volunteers to help with the ash tree inventory.
c. Town Office Early Closure on Wednesday before Thanksgiving — Carol Garrow-Woolley announced the town
office would close at noon on that Wednesday.
d. Town Office Steps — Mr. Turco noted that someone had taken a spill off the bottom step and that the lighting is poor
there. Discussion ensued about different lighting options, timers, reflective tape or paint, solar lights. Mr. Turco stated he
would take care of it.
¢. National Opioids Settlement — Ms. Matthews stated a letter had been received about the settlement. The nationwide
settlement has been reached with the three largest pharmaceutical distributors and one manufacturer of opioids. The State of
Vermont has joined the settlement, and municipalities can as well as subdivisions. The more subdivisions that join, the
larger the funding amount will be. Ms. Matthews noted that the Town of Weston, with less than half the population of
Mount Holly, might receive over $40,000, so Mount Holly could receive $80-90,000. The town does not need to prove
adverse effects. The settlement funds can be used for a variety of projects, including syringe disposal boxes and pick-up,
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REALTOR®

EMS support, and possibly, additional sheriff coverage of
the town. Discussion ensued. Ms. Matthews made a motion
for the Town of Mount Holly to join the National Opioids
Settlement, seconded by Mr. Chase, unanimously approved.

f. Regional Emergency Management Committee
Appointments — Per RRPC, the committee is to coordinate
and support regional all-hazards emergency planning and

0. 802-228-5678
C. 860-559-9334
www.CBLifestylesRE.com
jnapier@chlifestylesre.com

156 Main Street

preparedness activities in order to improve each region’s coLDweLL
I LUdiOW,VT05149 BANKGRE
ability to prepare for, respond to, and recover from all
disasters. Discussion ensued on possible appointees with _LIFESTYLES
. . e
Mr. McCann volunteering to be the second representative. 1#%‘EMme,ﬁ,mp,_mm - LS MLs

Ms. Matthews made a motion to appoint Jeff Chase and Jon

McCann as the Town of Mount Holly’s representatives to

the Regional Emergency Management Committee, seconded by Mr. Turco, unanimously approved.

g. Board of Adjustment — tabled until the December meeting.

h. Planning Commission Appointments — Two Terms to November 2024 — to be discussed in Executive Session.

i. Other — There was no other New Business this evening.

7. Ongoing & Old Business

a. Traffic Safety Plan Update — Mr. Chase reported that it has taken three weeks to do the studies on the agreed-upon eight
roads. We are now waiting for the data, which we should have in hand by the December meeting.

b. Junk Ordinance Enforcement — The citation to the Blue Spruce House is in the works. A 30-day warning letter will be
sent to the property on VT Route 103 currently in violation ofEquipment

the ordinance. There has been no additional clean-up on the other property on VT Route 103. Ms. Matthews will reach out
to them about their next steps in the clean-up.

c. Retail Cannabis — Ms. Matthews stated that the town must vote to allow retail cannabis in town; if the town does not
vote, or if the town votes down an article, retail cannabis is not allowed. Discussion ensued about an informational meeting,
speakers, the article and vote. It was decided to hold a discussion at the December meeting and to put an article on the
Annual Town Meeting Warning and ballot.

d. ARPA Funds Meeting — Next Steps — Mr. Chase suggested we start with the technology needed for hybrid meetings.
Patrick Cody will send us equipment proposals from three vendors for consideration at the December meeting.

e. Other — There was no other Ongoing & Old Business this evening.

8. Citizen Comments — Mr. Turco spoke with the school about the donation of flags from Paul Barton. Mr. Barton will
need to contact the school superintendent about the donation. Mr. Barton remains concerned about damage to the
gravestones in Tarbellville Cemetery. Mr. Turco will talk with Brian Sanderson at VTrans.

9. Announcements/Other Business —

a. Reminder: Town Office Closed on Veteran’s Day, Thursday, November 11" & on Thanksgiving,
Thursday, November 25th

b. Other — There were none.

10. Review & Sign Orders — To be signed by Select Board members.

11. Executive Session: Title 1 V.S.A. S 313(a)(3) — personnel — Ms. Matthews made the motion, citing Statute, to enter
Executive Session at 8:13 pm, seconded by Mr. Turco, unanimously approved. Mr. Turco made a motion to exit Executive
Session at 8:33 pm, seconded by Ms. Matthews, unanimously approved. No actions taken.

12. Adjourn —Meeting adjourned at 8:33 pm. Respectfully Submitted: Jennifer Matthews

Music Returns to the Ludlow Auditorium

It may have been the onset of a winter storm but the Ludlow Town
Hall Auditorium was ringing with the sound of “It might as well be
Spring” and many other popular melodies from the Great American
Song Book last Saturday. All of this was made possible by the
melodious talents of Susan Haefner and Lisa Brigantino in the ‘Blue
Sky Cabaret’ concert sponsored by FOLA (Friends of Ludlow
Auditorium). Pictured above are Lisa Brigantino, at the digital
keyboard, and Susan Haefner as they perform “I’'m a Cockeyed
Optimist”. In addition to featuring numbers from the Great American
Song Book, the duo also performed several numbers composed by Lisa
} | - | as well as one composed by Susan. It was certainly a great way to

R = s — : ignore the inclement weather outside the auditorium. Photo by Kevin
Kuntz of Lisa Brigantino and Susan Haefner in concert. By Ralph Pace
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Ludlow Rotary Donates to Mountainside And Hears State of the Town Address

The recent luncheon meeting of the Ludlow Rotary Club (LRC) featured two special events: 1 — Ludlow’s Municipal Manager’s
‘State of the Town’ and 2 — the LRC donation to Mountainside, part of the Windsor County Youth Services.

In keeping with its tradition of making awards to local community organizations that provide necessary and important services,
the LRC presented a $2,000 check to Mountainside, located on Mill Street in Ludlow. Accepting the award was Jacqueline
Hanlon, Director of the youth shelter. The award recognized the important contribution Mountainside makes in supporting and
assisting young people from troubled home situations. Half of this amount was contributed by LRC members, the other half by the
district headquarters.

Scott Murphy, Ludlow’s Municipal Manager, presented a detailed outline of recent town activities and projects plus some plans
for the future.

Among the subjects Murphy covered were:

The recent High Street water line replacement and run-off
controls

The Vail Bridge over Jewell Brook will be replaced
starting next summer

A burst waterline in front of The Timber Inn saw a loss of
360,000 gallons of water where to pipes involved were
relatively new

No progress as of yet on the rental registration proposals

A local option tax planned may be discussed in the near
future

The proposed local charter to permit the select board to
determine whether elections are done by Australian ballot or
town meeting is in progress
Pictured above is, left to right, Rotarians Brigid Sullivan and

Paul Rix; Jacqueline Hanlon, Mountainside Director; and Rotarian Kim Lampert as the LRC presents a $2,000 check to
Mountainside, a Ludlow emergency shelter for youth. Photo by George Thomson of the check presentation to Jacqueline Hanlon
of Mountainside. Ralph Pace

Work Based Learning Program

The Expeditionary School at Black River is pleased to announce the launch
of their Work Based Learning Program. By entering into a partnership with
Assisting Children Today, Calcuttas, Fox Run Golf Club, Fox Run Inn, and
Okemo Valley Equipment, the school’s program design is now equipped to
serve as the fulcrum from which an ecosystem of learning can revolve here in
the Okemo Valley and beyond. Each of these partnering entities are led by Troy
Caruso, whose donation of time and marketing advice continues to help efforts
to sustain the school’s impact as well.

In its second year of operation, The Expeditionary School has taken the next
step toward building out 11" and 12 grade learning pathways in Agricultural
and Food Systems, Resort and Hospitality Management, and Information
Technology. During the first phase of implementation, job-embedded Resort
and Hospitality Management coursework will take place at Calcuttas, Fox Run
Golf Club, and Fox Run Inn.

The second phase entails building out work based learning opportunities for
the Agricultural and Food Systems pathway. By design, these career academies
will not only help students develop the skills essential to meeting changing
industry demands, it will also establish an innovative employment pipeline
between graduates and local employers. Okemo Valley Equipment is one of
Caruso’s multiple entities, with his deep knowledge of the construction
industry, the Expeditionary School intends to leverage his insight when
designing projects that instill the technical skills needed to be competitive in
the jobs of the future.

Equally as valuable to students will be exposure to Assisting Children Today (A.C.T), a non-profit organization. As stated on its
website A.C.T., “assists Vermont families with sick children to make sure they get the help that they need.” A.C.T.’s goal is to
make sure children battling terminal illnesses get the absolute best care in the world. Through this partnership in particular, students
will have access to learning opportunities, where compassion and empathy are the criteria for success. Invaluable life lessons that
are best absorbed when engaging with the community. Caruso’s willingness to give a little, so that a lot can change, is the
cornerstone to ensuring the Expeditionary School’s vision for community development will become a reality. Contact: Kendra
Rickerby / krickerby@esblackriver.org
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Rotary District Governor Updates Ludlow Rotary Club on Foundation

Ludlow Rotary Club heard about the plans for the future of the southern VT and NH Rotary
district at lunch on Tuesday, Oct. 26. Hosted by Ludlow Rotary President Art Randolph, District
Governor John Bob Siemienowicz addressed the club accompanied by several other Rotary
district officers.

John Bob spoke about the importance of change as a way for Rotary to stay relevant in their
efforts to be an important vehicle of change in the world. The motto of Rotary International this
year is Serve to Change Lives. John Bob emphasized the importance of service internationally,
nationally and locally.

John Bob congratulated the Ludlow Rotary Club on the number of new members it has
recruited in the past couple of years, the fundraisers it has held and the support it has offered to
Rotary International's high priority campaign to eradicate polio in the world.

Emphasis on service to others is embodied in the work of the Ludlow Club, he said. He also
recognized the major contribution of the Ludlow Club, and its incoming president Jim Rumrill,
in the area of the international Youth Exchange program which focuses on improving global
' \ relations through this important program.

' He encouraged those in attendance to look for ways to be more inclusive in recruiting and
retaining new members. He encouraged the club to look at all aspects of the organization to make membership more attractive to
prospective members and to work to retain its new members. Consider the cost of being a member, as well as welcoming non-
traditional members such as younger members of the community, gay and lesbian residents, and those who have been excluded for
reasons of ethnic or racial heritage.

As a thank you for his service to Rotary, President Art presented the District Governor with a gift basket of Vermont foods from
Green Mountain Sugar House.

District Governor John Bob Siemienowicz is pictured above as he calls for some basic changes to foster growth of Rotary
International and its millions pof members. Photo by Sharon Bixby.

Venu Rao, District 7870 Rotary Foundation Chair, was the guest speaker at the
Tuesday, Nov. 2 luncheon meeting of the Ludlow Rotary Club (LRC).

He presented a detailed explanation of what the foundation was all about, its funding of
local and global programs, and its sources of income.

The Rotary Foundation was founded in 1917 and during the past 100 years, the
Foundation has spent $3 billion on life-changing, sustainable projects. Some of the
hundreds of projects funded by the foundation include: & -

The elimination of 99.9% of polio cases

Rebuilding homes in Puerto Rico after hurricane Maria

Installing lighting in off-the-grid Navajo homes in Colorado

Creating a network of physicians to help refugees in Berlin

Developing clean water systems in Central America

Promoting literacy development throughout the world .

These we just a few of the thousand of programs funded by the Rotary Foundatlon

Venu also explained the various sources of revenue that underwrite the programs
funded by the Foundation. He noted that individual Rotarian contributions through the
thousand of Rotary clubs globally were prime contributors.

The meeting also saw the formal membershlp of new LRC member, George
Thomson. Pictured above Venu Rao and Art Randolph

Venu Rao, District 7870 Rotary Foundation Chair, and Ludlow Rotary
President, Art
Randolph, are
pictured
following
Venu’s speech
to the Ludlow

Rotary Club on
the Rotary | HENJAMIN Taving
Master Plumber ~ EPA Certified

oy TAILORED PLUMBING

W7 34 Hour Service

FOIE??&ZE’ to t:‘.ic_ir_e'dphjmhinghe:lting@gmatl.com
the left Tom 802-417-1647 3322 VT Route 1035
Harris and George Thomson Mount Holly, VT 05758
Toh Harris, Ludlow Rotarian, is shown as he welcomes new Pivstints, Heanws, A/ ~ Tepan o Niw
Rotarian, George Thimson, into the Ludlow Rotary Club. EuvsTutIN
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2022 TMA Sales Have Begun!!

Here is the link to buy your TMA: https://vtvast.org/online-tma-purchase-eb.html

Members can easily be able to look up your own VAST Member IDs in order to buy. An individualized email will be sent to all
last year members with the ID number this week with a dynamic link taking you directly to the form with your member ID already
filled in.

We know that Spring orders are late again this year and DMV is slow, so we are allowing you to upload a copy of your spring

order receipt or DMV appointment conformation instead of a registration, but you will still need to come back at a later time and
update your online profile in case you get stopped this inter so you can show your proper registration on your TMA form. SO,
WHY NOT WAIT ANOTHER MONTH OR SO IN CASE THAT STUFF COME THROUGH? You have until December 15 to
get the Early Bird and Family Rates.
IMPORTANT: Because of the national paper shortage VAST will not have stickers and forms for us to mail to you until early Dec.
We ordered them the first possible day we could after the annual meeting. Everyone that buys on or before Dec 15, will have a
temporary 10-Day (that will be for Dec 16-26) TMA emailed to them the same day they buy their online TMA. Make sure to check
your spam folder too, and it is very important you write down your email correctly, or you will not get the conformation or
temporary TMA.

VAST Insurance is Changing
To operate and manage the Statewide Snowmobile Trail System (SSTS), the State of VT requires VAST to maintain a general
liability insurance policy. As many of our members know, over the course of the last several years we have encountered an
increasingly difficult and costly market for this important policy. In each of the last several years we have received a notice of non-
renewal from our insurance provider. This has been followed a short while later by a letter informing us that we will be able to
purchase a new policy for a significantly increased premium. In addition to the annual questions about being able to obtain an
appropriate policy, VAST has not always been happy with other aspects of its relationship with commercial insurance
companies. This type of instability not only makes planning for the future difficult, but it is also a threat to the SSTS itself. To
address these issues, the Long-Term Planning Committee was tasked with researching alternatives to traditional insurance. Much of
our research was focused on captive insurance, specifically Risk Retention Groups (RRGs).
An RRG is a company formed to provide liability insurance to its member organizations. RRGs, like credit unions, are owned
by its members. RRGs provide member organizations many benefits, chief among them:
Program control
Long-term rate stability
Customized Loss control and risk management practices
Stable source of liability coverage at affordable rates
In short, an RRG can address many of the issues VAST has had with traditional insurance. At its July meeting, the VAST Board
of Directors voted to authorize the creation the American Outdoors Risk Retention Group. Over the coming weeks and months
American Outdoors RRG will begin to take shape. Because Vermont is an internationally recognized leader in the captive
insurance/RRG industry, VAST has been able to find locally based, knowledgeable professionals to work with during this
process. The goal of American Outdoors RRG is to be able to provide VAST (and clubs and volunteers) with liability coverage that
comes with the benefits listed above within the next year. As we move forward, we will keep our members informed.

EAB Detected in Hartford in Windsor County

The VT Department of Forest, Parks, and Recreation has advised area foresters and
loggers that the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has been detected in Hartford (White River)
area. This is the first detection of EAB in Windsor County.

The detection was identified by first responders of the Forest Pests Detection Program.

The process of detecting EAB normally involves finding evidence of EAB activity,
caused by the larva of the pest as it embeds itself under the bark of ash trees. Detection
usually means that the larva has already developed into the adult EAB and is no longer
present in the infected tree.

EAB has destroyed an estimated 95% of the ash trees it invades. Since the adult ash tree,
as EAB gradually kills it, becomes extremely brittle. This can result in dangerous situations
from falling limbs of the tree.

Since its discovery in Michigan in 2002, the emerald ash borer (EAB) has:

Killed hundreds of millions of ash trees in North America.

Caused regulatory agencies and the USDA to enforce quarantines and fines to prevent
potentially infested ash trees, logs or hardwood firewood from moving out of areas where
EAB occurs.

Cost municipalities, property owners, nursery operators and forest products industries
hundreds of millions of dollars.

The active flight season for EAB is May through September. The larva implanted under
the bark of infested ash trees can be active all year. Cold temperatures do not appear to halt
that activity. For information on EAB, go to vtforest.com. Ralph Pace
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Manager, a

s the check is handéd over to the town.

Puppies’ Christmas

~ Anon
It's the day before Christmas
And all through the house
The puppies are squeaking
An old rubber mouse.

The wreath which had merrily
Hung on the door
Is scattered in pieces
All over the floor.

The stockings that hung
In a neat little row
Now boast a hole in
Each one of the toes.

The tree was subjected
To bright-eyed whims,
And now, although splendid,
I's missing some limbs.

| catch them and hold them.
“Be good”, | insist.
They lick me, then run off
To see what they've missed.

And now as | watch them
The thought comes to me,
That their’s is the spirit
That Christmas should be.

Should children and puppies
Yet show us the way,
And teach us the joy
That should come with this day?

Could they bring the message
That’s written above,
And tell us that, most of all
Christmas is love.

December 2021 Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc.

FOLA Donates 37,000 to Ludlow for Auditorium Upgrade
FOLA (Friends of Ludlow Auditorium) has donated $7,000 to the Town
of Ludlow to help underwrite the costs of a major video and audio
upgrades in the Heald Auditorium and Barton Conference Room. The
upgrades will provide the town with a user-friendly control facility to
manage audio levels in the auditorium, add up-to-date video equipment
for streaming and enhanced camera management, and provide the town
with the full capability of remote access to town meetings for both
residents and video recorders. This project will be implemented by
Boston Soundworks after extensive study by the town, FOLA, and Okemo
Valley TV. Pictured above are, left to right, Ralph Pace, FOLA; David
Almond, FOLA Treasurer; and Scott Murphy, Ludlow Municipal

DJ Do you have health insurance from Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Vermont? Or do you have it from
MVP Health Care®, and/or Northeast Delta Dental?

MAKING
PAYMENTS

to Vermont Health ’ \_’ /
Connect for your '
health insurance!

START paying your insurance company directly. Ask your insurance
company how to pay for 2022.

STOP Your automatic payments to Vermont Health Connect for
insurance through Blue Cross, MVP?, or Delta Dental when
you get your first 2022 monthly bill!

CONTINUE applying through Vermont Health Connect to get financial help.
To ask for help or change your health insurance plan, call
Vermont Health Connect.

For more information: VermontHealthConnect.gov or call 1-855-899-9600.

7~ VERMONT

AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES
DEPARTMENT OF VERMONT HEALTH ACCESS

Da you think this is a scam or trick to get your money?
Call Vermont Heaith Connect or your health insurance
company to find out for sure!
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e (% Full-Service Cleaning Vermont Home Gardener: Holiday Garden Thoughts
fﬁ Like it or not, the gardening season in the Green Mountains has
Q Residential — Condo —  ended, mostly. Before our thoughts turn completely to the holiday
" season there are a few tasks worth attending to before we’re totally
Commercial snowed in. There are also a couple easy tips to help keep your

No Job Too Small Christmas green and fresh longer.
Indoor pest prevention. If you brought indoors a few of your
favorite plants, as I did, this is a good time to give them a close
health exam to avoid hidden pest problems. Remove any dead or
unhealthy looking parts, clean away dead leaves, and over grown
stems. I sprayed all plants with Insecticidal soap and then with Neem
oil over a couple weeks before bringing them in. There still might be
a few harmful insects lurking under leaves or in tiny crevices of those
. plants. Give them all a good spray (top and bottom of all leaves,
Fully Licensed and Insured! stems, and blossoms) of Insecticidal soap. Repeat this about every
month or if you see pest activity. You can do this without concern for
any toxins in your house (it’s just soap) but careful that the spray
doesn’t get onto windows or it'll leave an unsightly residue. Plants
that are especially susceptible to indoor pests like aphids, white flies,

Serving the following Vermont areas:
Belmont, Cavendish, Clarendon, Cuttingsville, Killington,
Ludlow, Mendon, Mount Holly, Plymouth, Proctorville,
Rutland, Shrewsbury, Wallingford, West Rutland

Call us today for your

e One-Time Cleanings :
FREE Consultation!

* Move In / Out 802-395-1114 spider mites include fuchsia, hibiscus, and petunias. Geraniums seem

e Deep Cleaning the most pest-free of all and tolerate long dry spells between
Website watering.

e Party/Event Cleaning www.paradisecleanersvt.net Garden Beds. In order to minimize spring weeds, I’ve found the

) most complete control comes from covering entire beds with woven

e Vacation Turnovers Email: ground cover (called tarping). This material is heavier and more

info@paradisecleanersvt.net durable than the polyethylene plastic commonly used plus it allows

Customizable Services! . . . .
air and water to get to the soil. I like to cover the beds with a couple

inches of compost before tarping so come spring I peel back the
cover to expose a nearly weed-free, compost enriched bed ready to plant. I dislike the plastic but not as much as I dislike weeding
in the spring before planting.

Pruning. Once woody perennials have gone fully dormant (early December) you can start pruning for next spring. Without their

leaves it’s much easier to see the plant structure and problems that need pruning. Take L T— —
a good look and remove all dead, diseased, and damaged branches, then work on r‘-
shaping. I cZ? Lon LA fﬁ - |

Reflections. While your memory is fresh, this is an excellent time to note what worked

and what didn’t this season. Make a few written notes to help avoid the same mistakes Hang up the stockings.
next year and build on your positive experiences. For example, which varieties did the Decorate the tree.
best, which flowers were your favorites, which places gave the strongest plant growth, Presents placed perfectly.
where did you have less satisfactory results, etc.? It’s not too early to start planning What a sight to see!

next year’s garden. Some seed catalogues have already arrived and more will be here
soon. I’m already looking over the micro-greens selections to grow over winter!

Christmas tree protection. Do you like the looks and smell of a fresh-cut Christmas
tree? Here are two simple tips that will help your tree stay green and hold its needles
longer: 1) Just before placing your tree in the stand, cut off 2 inches from the trunk so

Milk and cookies are out,
Kids are tucked in tight.
There’s so much to do
On Christmas Eve night!

there is a fresh wood submerged in the water. Of course, keep the stand reservoir filled Before you take a snooze
with clean warm water through the holidays. 2) Do not place any fresh fruit in the same And dream of the next day,
room as your tree. Fruits emit a natural vapor of ethylene gas that stimulates ripening. 9 Don't forget some food

The effect of this gas For the friends who pull the sleigh!

on a cut evergreen
tree is to trigger it to
drop its needles.
Keep all fresh fruit
such as  apples,
bananas, pears, etc. -Anonymous
well away from your G
tree and you’ll be Couniry Living |
' o sweeping up fewer
Robert Beardmore, Jr. needles. Happy
Office: (802) 975-0369 P.O. Box 354

Fax: (802) 975-0413 126 Main Street, Unit D
masterplumbingheating@gmail.com Ludlow, Vermont 05149

You see, reindeer need snacks, too
A little love and fun
To help Santa through the night,
And get the important job done!

RN EE T\ ROTNN BT

&

Holidays and keep on composting!
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

and warm wishes for the New Year!

In The Heart of the Okemo Valley
Serving Ludlow, Mount Holly, Plymouth, Cavendish, Chester, Weston and

Surrounding Communities
2-C Lamere Square | Ludlow | Vermont | 05149
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

Email: Realtor@KelleyRealEstate.com

 fI¥]G]&
802-228-5333
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Shriner Hospital For Children
Shriner Hospital for Children provides specialty care to children up to age 21 with orthopedic
conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate, regardless of the family’s ability to pay.
All care and services are delivered in a family-centered environment.
To learn more about our services, or to refer a patient, visit www.shrinershospitalforchildren.org

to locate a hospital near you. Or call 800-237-5055 in the U.S. or 800-361-7256 Canada — Past Potentate Bob Ferguson, Cairo
Shriners, Rutland

What Reminds You of Christmas?
—Ernestine Northover

A holly wreath hung on the door,

\ Or presents strewn across the floor,

= Tall Christmas tree with baubles bright,
Which fills our hearts with such delight.

Massage Studie

101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Carols sung out in the snow,

A Snowman built with eyes aglow,
Crackers pulled, a song to sing,
A\ Candles lit, and bells that ring.

1.8024.228. 7712

www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Roasted turkey, which tastes divine,
Rich fruit cake, with an iced design,
No, the most important reminder of all,
Is the birth of a babe in an Ox’s stall.

Maple Grove Cemetery I T N
East Wallingford, Vermont

A Lovely Historic Cemetery BONE BUILDERS
Landscaped With The Charm Of Old Majestic Join BONE BUILDERS

Maple Trees 3 Free weights and lessons [L_
] i No age limit Good Company 7(
* Established More L Great way to improve Balance
Than 200 Years Ago y And Strength g k,
Residents and Neighbors are Welcome Call Judy at 802-259-2443
To Come and Wander The Grounds

Many Lots Available

1 Person $450 - 2 Person $900 Sign Up for the Mt. Holly NewsFlash

Ask about Cremation Lots to get all that is happening locally in our
For More Information Call 802-259-2810 Town just email to:

mthollynewsflash@gmail.com
And request to be placed on the list.

Mount Holly Chit Chat Inc., 3379 Shunpike Rd., Mount Holly, VT 05758 News item deadlines are 6 am & 6 pm
The Mount Holly Chit Chat, a membership organization, has been Also Check

incorporated as a non-profit organization in the State of Vermont, dedicated to www.mthollynewsflash.blogspot.com

providing all members of the Mount Holly community with information on Town ; ;

: o o : To see all daily emails of the NewsFlash
events and issues. Membership is open to anyone who lives in, works in, or owns . . )
property in Mount Holly and who has made an annual membership donation. compiled in one place for all community
Membership donations help bring the Chit Chat to you every month. news and events.

Check here if you DO NOT wish to receive the Chit Chat

Donation amount $ Tax Deductible We have Federal tax exempt status.

For Sale: Firewood —
Delivered Or You Pick Up.
Call 802-259-2147

Flanders.excavating@gmail.com
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1642 EAST STREET
CLARENDON

5 BEDS | 4 BATHS | 5,327 SQ FT | 23.5 +/- ACRES
OFFERED AT $1,285,000

GOURMET KITCHEN - WINE CELLAR
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA OVEN
BOCCE COURTS - BARN
PARTY PAVILLION
GUEST HOUSE

Gail Beardmore - Owner/Broker
v ’ 126 Main Street, Ste 1A - Ludlow VT
"~ 0:+1(802) 975-0338 P,
M: +1 (802) 236-5431 A

Okemogevrealestate.com ENGEL &VO LKERS

ers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Vélkers and its independent License Partners are Equal
Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. o kel | lo
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Artists & Architects
Alistair McCallum Landscape Photographs & Paintings
Gerry Wilkins Art Studio Open Call Ahead 802-259-2046
Spectrum Photography — John Miller 802-259-3060
Stone Creek Workshops Pottery www.stonecreekworkshops.com 802-259-2254
Catering - Restaurants - Stores
Harry’s Café, Trip & Deb Pearce Il www.Harryscafe.com 802-259-2555
Mojo Café — John & Jodi Seward mojocafevt@yahoo.com  802-228-6656
Building & Repairs — General Work
AW Carpentry-Remodeling*Building*Portable Sawmilling 802-259-3699
Cutting Edge Carpentry And Paint Works — Curt Marechaux Cell 802-236-5559
Church Listings
Annunciation, Ludlow, Mass Sat 4:30 pm, Sun 8 an & 10 am
Rev Thomas Mosher abvmludlow(@comcast.net 802-228-3451
Belmont Village Baptist Church-Worship 9:30am, Coffee Hour 10:30
Pastor Glenn Davis vbch.weebly.com 802-259-2440
E. Wallingford Baptist — PS 9:15-10:00 am SS 10 am, Worship 11 am
Pastor Kevin Miner 802-259-2831
First Baptist Church, Wallingford, SS 11am Prayer Meeting Wed 7 pm
Pastor Dave Bentley 802-446-2020
Lighthouse Independent Baptist Church, Rutland SS 11am & 3pm
Until May 11am & 6pm
Ludlow Baptist Church, 9:30 am SS, 10:30 am Music Fellowship,
11 am WS, 6:30 pm Evening PS, Wed 6:30 pm PM & BS
Pastor Jerry Scheumann  jfscheumann@gmail.com
Rutland Jewish Center office@rutlandjewishcenter.org

Rabbi Shemtov rabbishemtov@rutlandjewishcenter.org 802-773-3455
St. Patrick’s, Wallingford, Mass Sun 9 am

Rev Msgr Bernard Bourgeois christthekingprsh@gmail.com 802-446-2161
Wilderness Friends Meeting (Quaker) Sundays 10 am
Shrewsbury Library, Cuttingsville
Community Health & Health Care Providers
Calm Moments Message Studio — Irene Berry 802-228-7772
Community Health — https://www.chcrr.org Medical, Dental, Pediatrics
Behavioral Health — Patient Access Center 802-779-9159
Express Care Rutland - 802-773-3386
Dr. Joseph P. Donohue — Chiropractic Care, Thrive Center 802-446-2499
Massage Therapy/Bodywork, Thrive Center of Green Mtns 802-446-2499
Lisa Donohue MA, LMT ~ Linda O’Brien MT 802-446-2499
Massage Therapy Belmont — Robin Nelson 802-353-4356
Engineering
Krueger Engineering- Arthur G. Krueger, P.E.
Equipment For Hire & Snow Moving
Beardmore Excavating beardmoreexc@gmail.com 802-342-3507
Flander’s Excavating & Firewood 802-259-2147
Russ Garrow —Lawn Mowing*Brush Hogging*Garden Tilling*Snow Plowing
*Care Taking 802-259-3167
Farm Fresh Products
Mt. Holly Dairy-Aire Farm Raw Milk, Fresh Eggs, Baked Goods 802-259-2386
Plew Farm (meat, eggs, maple) www.plewfarm.com 802-259-2250
1966 Healdville Rd, Mt. Holly
Smith Maple Crest Farm, Grass-Fed Beef Cuts Fresh/Frozen 802-492-2151
www.Smithmaplecrestfarm.com
Sugar Hill Berry Farm www.sugarhillberryfarm.com
Food Shelf
Black River Good Neighbor Services — Krey Kellington
Funeral Homes
Clifford Funeral Home
Garden & Landscape, Lawn Mowin
Belmont Country Gardens Quality Custom Stonework & More ~ 802-259-2364

802-259-2318

802-779-0300

603-439-0803

802-259-2803

802-492-3653

802-259-2155

802-228-3663

802-773-3010

i
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Who's Got It Locally?

802-259-3964
802-259-2146

Kevin Smith, Garden Service & Lawn Mowing

Salt Ash Nursery - The Balsam Barn — Scott Crawford

General Contractors

Wright Construction Company  info@wrightconstruction.com 802-259-2094

Ted Stryhas Builder Inc. 802-228-7327

Home Management Services

Belmont Country Gardens Property Management
Mowing & Plowing Jon Lienhard

Seiple’s Property Management 802-236-8104

Yankee Home Management, Keith Hawkins 802-59-3064

Maple Syrup

Green Mtn. Sugar House 802-228-7151

Plew Farm 1966 Healdville Rd, Mt. Holly www.plewfarm.com 802-259-2250

Smith Maple Crest Farm www.Smithmaplecrestfarm.com 802-492-2151

Marketing & Promotional Services

Express Copy Inc., Don Reiser H 802-259-2722  802-362-0501

print@expresscopyinc.com

802-259-2364

Masonry
Farrand Masonry —Angus Farrand farrandmasonry@gmail.com 802-417-1657

Metal Fabrication

Wayne Jones Metal www.waynejonesmetal.com 802-259-2521
Mount Holly Email

Kevin Plew — mthollynewsflash@gmail.com 802-259-2250
Painters

MRS Unlimited Visions LLC Interior/Exterior Painting —Melissa 802-259-3989

Plumbing & Heating

Master Plumbing & Heating Inc.
masterplumbingheating@gmail.com

Tailored Plumbing tailoredplumbingheating@gmail.com

Real Estate Sales

Coldwell Banker Lifestyles,

John Napier jnapier@cblifestylesre.com
Cummings & Co. Lisa Kelley  lisa@cummingsvt.com
Engel & Volkers, Okemo - Woodstock Gail Beardmore

Gail.Beardmore@evusa.com (Mobile)
Kelley Real Estate, Don Eatmon, Owner/Broker
realtor@KelleyRealEstate.com

802-975-0369

802-417-1647

802-228-5678
860-559-9334
802-345-6581
802-975-0338
802-236-5431
802-228-5333

Ty Murray Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com Cell 802-777-8047
Sue-Starr Adams sue@kelleyrealestate.com 802-236-8028

Alex Eatmon Alex@KelleyRealEstate.com Cell 802-345-7886
Nora Sylvia  nora@kelleyrealestate.com 978-793-2033

John Tolosky john@kelleyrealestate.com 802-356-5556
www.KelleyRealEstate.com www.OkemoValley.com

Roofing
Buddy Systems Roofing ~ Contact Buddy 802-259-3989

New Roofs/Roof Repairs & Replacement — Slate/Wood/Asphalt/Metal

Security
Countryside Alarms — Mike Blais www.countrysidealarms.com 802-259-2213

Septic System Design

Belmont Septic Design — Kevin Hollebeek C 802-733-2561 H 802-259-3898

Krueger Engineering — Arthur G. Krueger, P.E.

Therapeutic Riding

Rienbow Riding Center

Tree Services

G.M. Tree Tech & Landscaping, Greg McKirryher

Volunteer Services

Belmont/Mt. Holly Food Co-op, Tanger =~ H 802-259-2344 W 802-259-2899

Woodworking, Cabinets & Furniture

Chesters Custom Woodworking cew(@vermontel.net 802-259-3232
www.chesterscustomwoodworking.com

802-492-3653

Home 802-259-2282 Barn 802-492-2226

802-259-8733
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	TRANSFER SITE:  Sat. 8 am – 2 pm & Sun. 9 am – 12 pm
	Clement Clarke Moore (1779 - 1863) wrote the poem Twas the night before Christmas also called “A Visit from St. Nicholas" in 1822. It is now the tradition in many American families to read the poem every Christmas Eve. The poem 'Twas the night be...
	Clement Moore, the author of the poem Twas the night before Christmas, was a reticent man and it is believed that a family friend, Miss H. Butler, sent a copy of the poem to the New York Sentinel who published the poem. The condition of publication wa...
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