Town of Mount Holly OFFICE HOURS
PO Box 248 8:30 am.—4:00 p.m.
Mount Holly, VT 05758 Monday-Thursday

(802) 259-2391 Closed Fridays

July 10,2014

Kevin Neubert

PO Box 263
Belmont, VT 05730

Re: www.mounthollyvt.org

Dear Kevin,

Recent changes to VT’s Open Meeting Law require posting of agendas and minutes on a town website “if
one exists, that is maintained or has been designated as the official website”. There are timeline
requirements for these postings, which apply to every municipal board, council, commission, committee or
subcommittee. The new law also allows for prosecution for violations of these postings, although there is a
grace period until July 1, 2015. These provisions took effect on July 1, 2014.

A number of towns are concerned about these provisions of the new law. These concerns include: most
towns have no IT staff or IT budget; most towns rely on the service of volunteers; the new law does not
address how long agendas and minutes need to remain on the website or the implications for storage; the
new law does not specify the relationship between documents on a website and those recorded by the Town
Clerk and what happens if they are different. Some towns have already de-activated their website.

The website noted above has generally not been maintained since it was created (except by the ChitChat),
and information on many pages was last updated in September 2008. At the July 08, 2014 Selectboard
meeting, the Board voted to put a notice on the above website that it is NOT the designated website for the
town, pending further investigation of the implications of the new law. The Board is requesting that you
put a notice on the main page of the website such as:

“Please note, this is NOT the official website of the Town of Mount Holly, Vermont.”
The Town intends to monitor how the new law is implemented by other towns and may reconsider this
decision. The Town will continue to pay the quarterly website hosting charges until a permanent decision
is made.
Kevin, thank you very much for your assistance in this matter.
incerely,

K fortara

James Heald
Chair, Mount Holly Selectboard

Cg: Ian Neubert
Diana Garrow, ChitChat



