Mount Holly Planning Commission

April 18, 2005
Special Meeting

Mount Holly Town Office, 7:00 p.m.

Minutes

Members Present: Lisa Freeman, Peter Smith, Bob Herbst
Members Absent:  David Hoeh, Millicent Johnson

Others Present: Minga Dana, Paul Connor
1.  Lisa Freeman called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
2.  Peter Smith called attention to an article in the Rutland Herald (April 14, 2005) referencing Killington’s 8% maximum slope.
3.  Peter Smith reported that the State has published guidelines for deer wintering areas (1999) and that they are willing to review proposals for development in deer wintering areas in Mount Holly. Their guidelines include suggested mitigation strategies.

4.  Peter Smith recommended that we integrate some explanation of the method we have used to define hamlet boundaries into the draft land use ordinance. Other Commission members agreed this was a good idea.

5.  Discussion of Healdville Mixed Use district and how to manage curb cuts on Route 103. Paul Conner recommended that we approach the state about this as but that it should be dealt with after the ordinance is in place.

6.  Revised boundaries for the East Wallingford hamlet along Route 155 to the trestle bridge but more circumscribed were discussed and agreed to.

7.  Boundaries for Belmont village were discussed and agreed to.

NOTE: The Special Meeting was tabled to permit the Regular Meeting to be held at 7:30. Discussion resumed following completion of the Regular Meeting business.

8.  Paul Conner outlined an approach to lot size used in Middlebury whereby the minimum lot size is small (e.g. 2 acres) but the number of lots permitted varies by the size of the parcel being subdivided. Discussion followed. Commission members felt that this represented a good and equitable approach to the Rural Residential district and would obviate the need for the Natural Resources Overlay if language indicated preference for developing small lots at the edge of the bear corridor were included. 

After discussing several variations and examining information concerning the concentration of lot sizes in Mount Holly, the Commission members asked Paul Conner to draft language along the following guidelines:

	Parcel Area  (acres)
	Permitted number of lots

(existing and new homesites)

	0 - 3.9
	1

	4 – 24.9
	2

	25 – 49.9
	3

	50 – 74.9
	4

	75 – 99.9
	5

	100 – 124.9
	6

	125 - 149.9
	7

	Etc…
	


The meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Freeman

